
Butler Day is one of the biggest events 

of the College calendar.  This year, the 

date for it is Sunday 3rd June.  We 

hope that you will come and enjoy it if 

you can.  Alumni are more than 

welcome to attend. 

The Butler Day Chairs were elected at 

the last JCR Meeting, and promised to 

create a fantastic music festival 

atmosphere. 

In years gone by, alumni have returned 

for Butler Day.  This year, there will 

be a casual drinks event for alumni on 

the Saturday evening before. 

I’m sure that you remember how 

great an occasion Butler Day is, so 

come along if you can for what will be 

a great weekend! 

Butler Day 2012 

Keep in the loop: 
@butler_alumni 

‘Butler Alumni’ Group 

‘Josephine Butler College’ Group 

jbalumni.association@durham.ac.uk 

0191 334 7264 

www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni 

Twitter: 

Facebook: 

Linkedin: 

E-mail: 

Tel.: 

Website: 

The 5 Year Gala Dinner in November 2011, attended 

by alumni, current students and other guests 

The Alumni Darts team, who beat the current  

students on 17th Feb 2012 

Connected alumni 
In this past year, we have seen lots of alumni 

stay connected to the College, not only 

through Reunions. 

Three alumni have returned already in this 

academic year to talk to current students 

about their careers in a relaxed environment.  

If you think this is something that you or your 

company might be interested in, please get in 

touch so that we can organise something. 

We have also seen the Butler Angels scheme 

stir into action, with very promising success 

stories of students getting interviews, 

internships and jobs after receiving advice from 

Angels.  If you are not yet an Angel, please do 

become one (go to www.dur.ac.uk/

butler.angels). 

As well as this, Joe Alderson will be returning 

to the Butler stage for Butler Live on 25th 

February, performing with The Sail Pattern, his 

folk-rock band. 
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or simply follow and retweet 

@butler_alumni!  Also, I hope that 

you will contribute to our first ever 

Alumni Magazine (see article below). 

Most importantly, if you have any 

ideas for the Association, get in 

touch via the contact details on the 

back page of this Newsletter! 

I hope that you enjoy reading this 

Newsletter, particularly the ‘Where 

are they now?’ centre spread. 

 

By Andrew Hodgetts 

This year has been an excit-

ing one for the Josephine 

Butler College Alumni As-

sociation, with plenty of 

events and developments. 

This year, I am working as 

Student Community Devel-

opment Officer at Butler, 

with 50% of my time devot-

ed to Alumni Relations.  My 

personal motivation is for 

alumni of the College to 

remain  important mem-

bers.  The College as a 

whole is the combination of 

a number of different 

groups.  These groups in-

clude the JCR, MCR, SCR, 

staff and you - alumni!  As 

we grow, the College’s 

strength will be built upon 

the interaction and support 

between these groups. 

It is therefore a pleasure to 

work to encourage the 

development of a strong 

and active alumni commu-

nity. 

This Newsletter is re-

leased at the time of the 

February Reunion Week-

end in Durham.  Back in 

November 2011, we cele-

brated the fifth anniversary 

of the College with a Gala 

Dinner.  Attendees includ-

ed alumni, current stu-

dents, members of the 

local community, alongside 

both the Mayor and MP of 

Durham and the Universi-

ty Vice-Chancellor.  We also 

held a well-attended Reun-

ion in London in December. 

There are other ways in 

which you can engage with 

the College and alumni com-

munity .  You can become a 

Butler Angel 

(www.dur.ac.uk/

butler.angels).   You can post 

interesting news on the But-

ler Alumni Facebook group, 

By Daisy Wyatt 

Hi, I'm Daisy, I studied Eng-

lish at Durham and graduat-

ed from Butler last year and 

am now doing an MA in 

Magazine Journalism. Andy 

and I are keen to start an 

alumni magazine for Butler 

which we hope to send out 

to all alumni in June/July.  

We would love to get some 

submissions from you and 

your ex-Butler friends about 

any exciting travel you've 

done, awards you've won, or 

anything that might be of 

interest to the alumni com-

munity and a good read!  If 

you have any ideas please 

email either Andy or me 

(daisywyatt@aol.com) or 

contact us through the alum-

ni groups on facebook, 

linkedin or twitter 

(@butler_alumni). Thanks! 

Adrian speaking at the December  Reunion 
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 Where are they now? 
Here are some updates from Butler alumni about what they have been doing since they graduated 

Rob Arthur (Mathematics, 2010) 

 
In October, after 4 months of pre deployment 

training I deployed to Helmand province, 

Afghanistan with B Company, 2 Mercian. We are 

based in Northern Nad-e- Ali, occupying positions 

along the Neb canal. To our south it is quite safe, 

and the area is gradually being handed over to 

Afghan forces so that they can take charge of their 

own security. To the North, however, is Taliban 

territory and they fight to resist any ISAF 

movements into the area. 

 

For the first two months I was based at a checkpoint in the south of our area, 

where our main job was to mentor Afghan police and army and prepare them for 
the handover. After a couple of weeks R&R I returned to a different checkpoint 

further north, and our job now to force the taliban out and extend security. 

Facilities at the check point are basic, as is the food, but we do our best to make 

things as comfortable as possible. Typically we'll be doing a couple of patrols a day 

in the local area and sometimes setting up a vehicle check point. Typical ops might 

be to search suspect compounds, or arrest suspected insurgents. Normally 

we'll be carrying about 60kg each. 

 

The sangars also have to be manned 24/7 so it's very rare to get a good night's 

sleep. We also take part in company sized operations, which are a bit more 

interesting than day to day patrolling, but also a lot more work. 

Emma Jarvis (Geography, 2011) 

Since graduating I have been working for youth 

empowerment charity Envision, supporting around 100 

young people aged 16-19 across Birmingham to set up social 

action projects on any social or environmental issue that 

they are interested in. Working with a range of young 
people from different backgrounds has been an incredible 

experience for me and it is amazing to work with such 

passionate, opinionated young people on projects ranging 

from regenerating a care home garden to running a campaign on human trafficking.  

 

Outside of work I’ve been involved in setting up the Birmingham Oxfam Fundraising 

Group and have organised a cocktail masterclass, Christmas wine tasting and I’m 

now planning a comedy night for International Women’s day, helping to raise over 

£3000 since August.  

 

As well as this I have jointly set up the Midlands Young Friends of the Earth 

campaigns group, the first of its kind in the UK and I will be representing the UK at 

the Europe Young Friends of the Earth Conference in Switzerland in March! 

Tom Hillman (English, 2011) 

 

Unfortunately I wasn't quite ready to give up the student dream 

right away, so opted to stay in Durham to undertake a masters. 

After graduating last summer with a BA Hons in English, the next 

logical step was... an MA in Marketing Management at Durham 

Business School? A tenuous link perhaps, but marketing has always 

been of interest to me, and something I wish to pursue as a career. 

In the meantime I am currently Captain of Boats for BCBC, applying 

for endless jobs, and the proud owner of a bar in my living room.  

Matt Crane (PPE, 2010) 

 

Saying goodbye to Butler and Durham last July after four 

amazing years was never going to be easy, but I had some 

relief with the knowledge that I was starting a new job in 

September.  I cut it slightly fine as the day I received my job 

offer was actually my last day working for the JCR!  Cue a 

summer of house hunting and working out what the job I’d 

actually signed up for involved – all I knew was that I’d be 

working for a department at PwC Manchester called ‘Risk 

Assurance’.  

 

So I found a flat in Manchester and joined PwC six months ago as an associate, with no 

idea what I’d be doing.  It’s still not entirely clear to me what my job entails, other than a 

lot of travelling, but I can’t complain as I’m working with some brilliant people and 
enjoying the work that I’m doing.  I’m also spending a lot of time these days in college to 

gain an accountancy qualification which is one of the most intense things I’ve ever done in 

my life – think finals, twice a year...   

One thing that constantly surprises me is how many people from Durham and Butler I’ve 

run into since I left; out of the 30 or so graduate joiners in Manchester, 5 were from 

Durham; and on a training course in London I sat down at a table and discovered that I’d 

been seated next to another Butler alumnus.  Given how young the college still is, I’m 

sure that in a few years we’ll be cropping up everywhere!   

Jayne Hall (Politics, 2011) 

After finishing my Politics degree at Durham I moved to Germany where I am studying for a Masters in British Studies: 

Law, Economics and Politics. It’s a two year course, one year taught, 6months placement and 6 months thesis. I really like 

that everyone in my class is from different countries and are multilingual and because there are only 24 on the Masters, we 

get to know each other really well. I wanted to experience living in a different country. I couldn't speak German before I 

came but I am learning a lot whilst I am here and have found a lot of helpful people. There is also loads to do, something 

new. I recommend studying abroad as a life changing experience and a challenge! As a bonus – there are no tuition fees! 

Alix Beese (Law, 2011) 

 

Since graduating, I have enjoyed the sights and sounds of the big smoke, but am currently living a hermit lifestyle in rural 

Hertfordshire revising for soul destroying upcoming LPC examinations.  I will be paying a visit to Durham in early March 

though to relive the University dream, with the obvious compulsory trip to Studio.  
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Andy Jackson (Natural Sciences, 2009) 

 

Liz and I got married on 22nd October last year. The 

service was held at Holy Trinity Church, Penn Street in 

Buckinghamshire and after photos in the glorious 

sunshine we travelled to a nearby Tudor Barn for the 

reception followed by a ceilidh in the evening. It was 

great to see so many people from Butler there, including 

Rob Drinkwater and Jack Bourke-Bennett looking 

particularly dashing as groomsmen. 

 

We had a wonderful day, with everything going off 

without a hitch. Even Rob’s speech was, amazingly, fit 

for public consumption. Two days later we flew out to 

Miami for a week travelling around Florida trying to 
avoid getting eaten by alligators (harder than we 

expected) followed by a week of luxury cruising round 

the Caribbean. It was a fantastic honeymoon, and we 

have been thoroughly enjoying married life since. 
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