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Butler: A scholarly college
This year we’ve put a particular emphasis on 

expanding the amount and varying the style of  
overtly scholarly activity taking place in College.

 We had two lectures under the “Josephine 
Butler Lecture” banner during the term. Suvi 
Ronkainen from the University of  Lapland gave a 
lecture entitled Public Attitudes to Rape. Suvi was 
resident in the College for two weeks and, in 
addition to the lecture, also ran a well attended 
seminar session aimed at students interested in 
becoming researchers in the fields of  domestic 
violence, gender and sexuality. 

The second Butler Lecture of  the year was 
delivered by Maggie O’Neill and Rosie Campbell 
on crime and safety in sex working. This looked at 
two projects in Walsall and Liverpool, the latter 
looking at classifying crimes against sex workers as 
hate crimes.

We held a Fairtrade debate (pictured above) 
discussing the merits of  the Fairtrade movement 
and whether or not the brand was being subverted 
by large companies for their own ends. Organised 
by Butler’s environment tutor, Katie Ridley, it 
featured Paul Chandler, the Chief  Executive of  
Traidcraft as well as academics from the Business 
School and Geography Department and those 
involved in Durham’s own procurement policy.

Our Scholars’ Supper programme for 
postgraduate students continued last term with 
discussions on magnetism research by David Burn 
and Ovid and adultery in Roman society with 
Lauren Knifton and Jennifer Ingleheart. We also 
had a talk about the causes of  the financial crisis 
by Prof. George Lees.

The College ran the Dragons Den competition 
for the Colleges Division again this year. With a 
wide range of  entries we were fortunate to secure 
the support of  three Dragons: a venture capital 
investor, a local entrepreneur and a professor of  
business. Second place went to  Yevgenia Ni and 
Dan Schelling-Tisza for New Wave Productions 
(looking at supporting music in schools) and the 
winner was Lindsey Gleason for ‘Mind the 
Gap’ (bringing together elite athletes and 
universities which might want to attract them).

We started a new project in College to 
encourage undergraduate students to present the 
work they have done towards their final year 
dissertations, both to give them feedback in a 
relatively safe environment and help them develop 
their presentational skills. The project was taken 
up enthusiastically by a number of  students, led by 
many members of  the Junior Common Room 
exec and was so well received that we will be 
developing the project further for next academic 
year.

Josephine Butler College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college

BUTLERCOLLEGE
A

p
ri

l 2
01

2

N
E

W
S

LE
T

T
E

R
A

 S
U

P
P

O
R

T
IV

E
 E

N
V

IR
O

N
M

E
N

T
 F

O
R

 

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
 A

C
H

IE
V

E
M

E
N

T
 A

N
D

 

P
E

R
S

O
N

A
L 

D
E

V
E

LO
P

M
E

N
T



2

B
U

TL
E

R
C
O
LL
EG

E 
 A

p
ri

l 2
01

2

In the middle of  March there was a buzz of  
excitement generated in  Josephine Butler College, as we 
became the first college in Durham to sign the national 
Sports Charter against homophobia and transphobia. In 
doing so, we joined the Premier League, the Rugby 
Football League and the Rugby Football Union, Stephen 
Fry, Ben Cohen and a host of  other governing bodies and 
celebrities in taking a stand against discrimination on and 
off  the field of  play. A generation ago racism in sport was 
acceptable. After a concerted campaign, we now see that 
form of  discrimination being stamped out, so 
campaigners have expanded their remit to tackle the 
other prejudices. The charter accomplishes many things; 
it sends a sign to the outside world that homophobia and 
transphobia has no place in any sport; it sends a message 
to those who are less confident than the rest, that they 
should not need to fear; and it sends a message to those 
who discriminate (either 
consciously or unthinkingly) 
that it is not acceptable.

Before the signing, the 
context of  the charter was 
given by talks from three 
different sources. Prof. Jo 
Pheonix, director of  the Centre 
for Sex, Gender and 
Sexualities, gave an overview of 
discrimination in the UK and 
abroad. Dr. Simon Darnell, 
from the School of  Applied 
Social Sciences, contextualised 
that to homophobia in sport. 
Dr. Peter Warburton, the 
Director of  Sport at Durham 
then highlighted the existing 
ways in which Durham 

University works for equality and inclusion in sport. Ben 
Warwick, 3rd year law student and the organising force 
behind the signing of  the charter and the evenings events, 
then read out the charter’s principles.

The charter was then signed by the College 
Principal, Sports Officer and Presidents of  the Common 
Rooms.

 As the Charter puts it, ‘we believe that sport is about 
fairness and equality, respect and dignity. Sport teaches 
individuals how to strive and succeed, how to cope with 
success and disappointment, and brings people together 
with a common goal’. Some of  the best things about sport 
in Butler are mutual respect, pride, and success, and in 
signing the charter we renewed our commitment to 
ensuring that these are experiences that should be open to 
all.

Campaigning at Butler
The Sports Charter

STAB Play
Chatroom

Depression is one of  the most human of  problems and its relationship with the arts is well documented. Many a famous 
writer, artist and actor has looked to their own melancholy for inspiration. It has often been theatre’s role to address these 

issues and present them in a way that challenges people’s ideas, while 
providing a fun experience along the way! STAB’s production of  
Enda Walsh’s ‘Chatroom’ did just this; detailing the interactions of  
six average, ‘trapped’ teenagers who escape online to air their angst 
about lives. One of  them, Jim, is considering ending his life and the 
play charts the reaction of  his peers and the pressures they bring to 
bear, both good and bad.

Tackling such difficult subject matter was no mean feat, particularly 
when the script demands that the actors remain seated throughout 
most of  the play.  The cast were fantastic and dealt admirably with 
everything: managing to learn a demanding script and adapt to a 
new style of  acting in a short time. The two performances of  the 
play were wonderful and were a testament to the abilities of  the cast, 
the technical support and the director, Mike Clarke.



3

Arts
The Annual Arts Competition

We held the Butler College Arts Competition during the second term. 
In previous years we have held different competitions for art, literary 
works and photography, but this year we organised four strands (the 
fourth being filmmaking) in a single competition. 
There was also a consistent theme across the strands: ‘milestones’. This 
was in keeping with 2011-12 being our 5th anniversary year.
The effect of  the expanded competition seems to have been to 
significantly increase the number of  entries and the depth of  quality 
across the fields. The judging panel had a very difficult task to decide on 
winners, but eventually awarded prizes to Claire Bonello (photography),  
Silvia Sit (filmmaking), Rhosanna Jenkins (art) and Michael Grant 
(literary). 

We’ve reproduced the winning photograph 
and art entries here, but the full set of  
photographs can be seen at
www.dur.ac.uk/butler.jcr/photos 
and the literary works can be downloaded at 
www.dur.ac.uk/butler.jcr/news/category/
arts. 
As you can see, the quality of  the works was 
very high and many of  the photographs and 
art works will be displayed in the college.
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Sports and Society Awards

While the College has long recognised the dedication and 
achievement of  members of  our sports clubs, this year we 
added a formal dinner dedicated to rewarding those who 
engage members of  the college through the large number of  
societies in Butler. From dance and choir to gaming and 
filmmaking, we have 34 different groups meeting regularly. At 
our societies dinner we recognised that success with our first 
set of  awards to:

Best New Society: Wine Appreciation
Biggest Contribution: Denise Li
Most Improved Society: Butler Show Choir
Best President: Hannah Buckley
Society of  the Year: Rock and Alternative Music

Of  course, we didn’t leave sports out and at the annual sports dinner we gave awards to:
Club of  the Year – Men’s Football   Team of  the Year – Pool A Team
Most Improved Team – BCBC Women’s 2nd VIII Sportsman of  the Year – Kenny Sangha
Sportswoman of  the Year – Anna Ramsbottom  Fresher of  the Year – Rob Young/Jenna Keir
Unsung Hero – Ben Warwick    Outstanding Contribution – Victoria Jackson
Highest Achievement – Alice Driscoll

News in Brief
Donation: We were delighted to receive the generous donation from the estate of  Dr. Jim Summerly: an antique table, two 
pieces of  art and a biography of  Josephine Butler. They appear to have originally come from Capt. Horace George St. 
Paul Butler, Josephine Butler's grandson and we believe some of  the items belonged to Josephine herself. Dr. Summerly was 
a teacher at Radley College, Oxford. Having completed his PhD at Durham, he maintained an affection for the University 
and particularly supported Radley students coming to study here.

New Staff: Dan Smith will be joining the College in April as the Postgraduate and Scholarly Experience Officer. Michael 
Surtees will be joining us as the new administrative assistant and Sally Atkinson and Louise Gascoine as new resident 
tutors.

JCR: Our new JCR exec have been elected for 2012-13. They are Stu Drayton (President); Will Kendall (Vice-President); 
Roseanne Murray (social chair); Nicki Crust/Tom Fraine (Services); Dave Evans (Treasurer); Matt Pountney (Chair); 
Christinea Fuller (Welfare); Alice Driscoll (Sports); Will Garrison/Hugo Proffitt (Societies); Lloyd Thompson/Sam Albion 
(Bar); Jonny Harrison (DSU); Lal Chadeesingh (Livers-out) and Will Macauley (Secretary).

http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.jcr/news/category/arts
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.jcr/news/category/arts
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.jcr/news/category/arts
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.jcr/news/category/arts
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On Friday 2nd March, for one night only, 
the Olympics came to Butler! The ‘Going for 
Gold’ Fashion Show was a resounding 
success, raising over £500 for Butler’s chosen 
charity, Grace House Children’s Hospice. 
While the VIPs tucked into delicious 
homemade cupcakes and opened up their 
VIP boxes full of  Olympic-style goodies, 
outfits from Africa, Britain, France, America 
and Italy were showcased in the runway 
walks by Butler’s very own models. In 
addition to these, there was also a sports 
walk, ski wear walk and swimwear walk, 
where the models were draped in different 
flags from around the world. Clothes were 
borrowed and donated from several shops 
and vintage stores in and around Durham, as 
well from a designer boutique in London and 
from James Hillman, a top designer who is 
the brother of  one of  our models.

Of  course, the main purpose of  the 
evening was to raise money for Grace House, 
and this was achieved by holding several 
charity events throughout the night. This 
included selling programmes and sweet bags, holding an auction and a promises auction, and last but not least, the 
unforgettable ‘Kiss a Pig’ walk whereby the two executive committee members who raised the most money for charity were 
chosen to strut their stuff  down the cat walk, baring (almost) all!

While it was such an exhilarating experience for all those involved, to see the show come together after months of  hard 
work including choreography, photoshoots, fittings, clothes sourcing and decorating the Howlands events hall, the night was 
unforgettable and knowing that we raised such a large amount for charity made it all the more worthwhile.

Fashion Show

Alumni Association News
Reunion

In mid-February, alumni of  Josephine Butler College met at the College for the annual Alumni Reunion Weekend.  It 
was great to have so many alumni back at College for a weekend that was full of  variety.  The Friday evening was Butler’s Got 
Talent in the Bar.  Despite an alumni aside about their shock that Butler actually has talent these days, they were entertained 
by bands and musicians from across the College.  Some of  the alumni did show their own talent by defeating a darts team of  
current students. On the Saturday, there was a lunch for all alumni in the bar, before some 6-a-side matches between alumni 
and current students on the brand-new outdoor multi-use games area, which was won by one of  the alumni teams.  In the 
evening, there was a Reunion Formal in the Howlands, before the alumni took over the Bar for the rest of  the night.  We are 
hoping that the expansion of  the alumni reunion weekend, to include the opportunities to engage with the ongoing life of  
the College, with sports and social events with current students as a key part of  the get-together.

Alumni Magazine
We will be producing the first ever Butler College Alumni Magazine for distribution in the summer.  We will be working 

alongside Daisy Wyatt (2011), currently studying a Masters in Magazine Journalism, to produce it and we would love to get 
lots of  input from across our alumni community, so if  you would like to contribute, please get in touch at 
andrew.hodgetts@durham.ac.uk.  For information on the magazine, read the second blog post on the alumni blog (detailed 
below). We also produced an Alumni Newsletter, including ‘Where are they now?’ for the reunion and this can be read 
online at www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni/newsletter.

Keeping in touch
It is really easy to keep up-to-date with what is going on in the College and alumni communities, and interact with other 

alumni through social media and the Internet.  
Read the Butler Alumni blog at butleralumni.wordpress.com
Follow @butler_alumni on twitter.  
Interact through the Facebook ‘Butler Alumni’ group. 
Connect to other alumni via the ‘Josephine Butler College’ LinkedIn group.

Butler Day & Meet the Angels
If  you can, why not come back for Butler Day weekend? A free day of  live music and one of  the biggest days on the 

College calendar.  Butler Day is on Sunday 3rd June.  Also, on the evening of  Saturday 2nd June, there will be a ‘Meet the 
Angels’ event, where current students will have the opportunity to informally meet some of  our Angels over some food and 
drinks.  If  you would like to take part in this event, please email andrew.hodgetts@durham.ac.uk.

mailto:andrew.hodgetts@durham.ac.uk
mailto:andrew.hodgetts@durham.ac.uk
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni/newsletter
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni/newsletter
http://butleralumni.wordpress.com
http://butleralumni.wordpress.com
mailto:andrew.hodgetts@durham.ac.uk
mailto:andrew.hodgetts@durham.ac.uk

