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2006 - 2011
Five Years On

At the beginning of  the very first day of  the 
very first academic year of  Josephine Butler 
College, I walked from my apartment to the 
main social building with some understandable 
nervousness. There I was greeted with what I 
thought was the worst possible omen for a new 
venture: a river of  water pouring out the front 
door, caused by a major leak in the bar store. It 
turned out, however, that a team of  students 
armed with mops, brooms and towels were 
pushing the water out the door and away from 
the rest of  the building, as the porters rushed to 
turn the water off  - that image of  students with 
the best possible ‘can do’ attitude, working 
alongside college staff  to solve a problem has 
stayed with me.

Five years later, as we meet the 2011 
freshers and new postgraduates who will 
become the latest members of  our college 
family, that spirit is still clearly in evidence. Last 
year we achieved our highest academic results 
with 90% of  the students achieving a first or 2.1 
degree (the second best performance of  all 
colleges), many sports teams won their leagues 
or competitions and we exceeded our target for 
raising money for our chosen charity threefold. 

With the University’s new investment in 
sporting facilities, space was freed up so that our 
boat club now has a permanent home in our 
own boathouse. We ran debates on local and 
fairtrade food systems, lectures on varying 
topics from trafficking to representations of  
women in art and had postgraduate supper 
discussions ranging from childhood memory to 
entrepreneurship. In addition we undertook our 
first major fundraising campaign to enhance the 
college and in less than 6 months had generated 
enough money for our contribution to a new 
sports court which should be completed in this 
coming term.

This year will see a number of  event to 
celebrate our first, highly successful five years. I 
doubt many of  our founding students would 
recognise some parts of  the College (see the 
pictures of  our bar and comments from past 
and present on page 3). However, those 
founding students would easily recognise the 
spirit of  the College, which still has us working 
together to make sure everyone gives all they 
can and gets the most from their time with us.

Adrian Simpson, The Principal.

Josephine Butler College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college
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College Staff 

The College Officers are 
the senior management 
team of the College. 
Their role is to ensure 
the smooth running of all 
aspects of the College.

The Principal

Adrian Simpson has the 
final management 
responsibility for the 
College. In addition to 
his leadership role in the 
College, he is Reader in 
Mathematics Education 
at the University.

The Senior Tutor

Jill Tidmarsh manages 
the student welfare, 
support and disciplinary 
aspects of the College. 
She has a background 
in the social sciences, 
but now works full time 
in Butler.

The Bursar

Des O’Neill manages the 
operational, financial 
and logistical side of the 
College. He has a 
background as a 
quantity surveyor, joining 
Butler first as operations 
manager and then as 
Bursar.

In addition, there are 
presidents of three 
common rooms who 
represent the 
undergraduates (JCR), 
postgraduates (MCR) 
and academic/local 
community members 
(SCR) and oversee all of 
their activities.

President of the JCR
Alex Bailey

President of the MCR
Nicola Scott

President of the SCR
Mark Bell

Durham University’s collegiate system is 
very special. Only 3 of  the  150 higher 
education institutions in the UK have a 
college system like Durham’s, and the 
opportunity to be part of  a ‘human scale’ 
community rather than simply a faceless 
student in a teeming mass of  thousands makes 
a profound difference to the opportunities for 
development.

In keeping with most other colleges, one 
of  the ways we fund the ‘Durham Difference’ 
is through the generous donations of  
benefactors. While the long established 
colleges are able to draw on funds which can 
run into the millions, Butler’s relative youth 
means that our Trust Fund has to work much 
harder to find funding to give our students the 
same opportunities.

In the past year, we have had generous 
donations from a variety of  sources including 
parents, alumni and leading members of  the 
local community. As the Trustees have 
balanced the need to build up the fund with 
supporting the exciting projects put forward 
by members of  the College, in 2010-11, they 
were able to contribute funding towards the 
following:

Sports: the Trust Fund released £500 for 
safety equipment and mats for the Butler 
Tigers Cheerleading squad and £1500 for 
goalkeeping equipment for the hockey teams. 
£1250 was given to the JCR for a pool table 

to be used for competition play by the pool 
teams.

Audio-visual: to enhance concerts, 
performances and lectures, the Trustees gave 
a grant of  £1100 for sound equipment for the 
stage.

Photographs: The College received 
copies of  three rare photographs of  Josephine 
Butler taken by the noted early pioneer of  
photography Nevil Story Maskelyne, donated 
by Nevil’s great granddaughter (now the 
grandmother of  one of  our current students). 
The Trust Fund is paying for the printing and 
framing of  these.

The College also received the generous 
permanent loan of  a spectacular display 
about Josephine Butler and her life from St. 
Andrew’s Church, Corbridge.

In 2011-12, the Trust aims to expand its 
spending, provided it can continue to be 
successful in raising funds. It is considering a 
number of  proposals including supporting an 
extension of  our social space and a doctoral 
scholarship as well as continuing to provide an 
opportunity for college members to bid to 
support projects targeted at enhancing the 
collegiate experience.

If  you are interested in supporting our 
students by contributing to the Trust Fund, 
there are details on the college web site at 

www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/jbtrust/

Josephine Butler College Trust
Supporting Students

http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/jbtrust/
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/jbtrust/
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2011
The View Now

Diggers, dirt and the sound of  excitable 
freshers. Not a throwback to Butler’s 2006 
opening, an occasion marked by both new 
arrivals and burst water pipes, but 2 October 
2011. Our 5th Anniversary is being marked by 
the construction of  the long-awaited MUGA 
(Multi-Use Games Area), a facility which will 
help nurture and promote a wide range of  
Butler sports. 

This exciting development for the 2011/2012 Academic Year is indicative of  the progress 
our young College has made since its inception. From the mound, which has overcome its 
alopecia to be the true landmark of  the north, to the bar, which has gone from a hammock-filled 
aircraft hanger to a bustling social space complete with kitchen, coffee shop and stage. 

As I begin my fourth year in Durham, I am constantly reminded of  the driving force 
behind our growth. Every October, we welcome a fresh cohort of  innovative and pioneering 
new students, eager to leave their mark upon the College we have all grown to love. Boasting 
thirty-five societies, twenty-two sports clubs, and a plethora of  committees ranging from charity 
to arts, Butler is a college which caters for the passions and interests of  all. Long-term favourites 
such as the winter and summer balls are now complemented with an annual fashion show, and 
Butler’s Got Talent has evolved from bad karaoke to a showcase of  skill and panache. Butler 
Day, however, remains the enduring highlight of  the calendar. Exams finish, the sun 
(occasionally) shines and Definitely Might Be Oasis return year-on-year to delight the crowd. 

Butler has grown enormously in the past five years, but with each new Butlerite comes a 
fresh set of  ideas for our college to expand still further.

Alex Bailey (JCR President, 2011-12)
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College Staff 

Administration

Pam Burdis/ 
Nicola Craigs  
(College Secretary)

Deborah Norman / 
Karen Snowdon
(Admissions)

Nicki Griffin
(Reception/Admin)

Clare Griffin
(Reception/Admin)

Resident Tutors

Alanah Fitzgerald

Nadia Kougiannou

Allison Weeter

Support Staff

Ann-Marie Einhaus
(PG Student Support)

Andy Hodgetts
(SCDO/Alumni)

Paul Regan
(Chaplain: Hill Colleges)

Operations

Vivian Flowerday
(Operations Manager)

Peter Carson
(Assistant Services)

Mandy Herron
(Bar Manager)

Emma Allison
(Finance Officer)

Zena Raine
(Finance Assistant)

Porters

Brian, Les, Jim, Dave L, 
Fred, Dave A, Bob, 
Steve, Rob

Cleaners

Jean McSkelly 
(supervisor) with Claire 
M, Julie, Pam, Kate, 
Wendy, Agnes G, 
Karen, Lesley, Jackie, 
Claire S, Susan, Linda, 
Anne, Mandi, Agnes K 
and Olwyn

2006
The View Then

When people ask me which college I 
attended whilst at Durham, I still find myself  
qualifying ‘Josephine Butler’ with ‘the new 
one’. It’s a natural reaction, since as inaugural 
undergraduates we had to tell countless 
perplexed (and often sceptical!) Bailey residents 
that yes, there was a ‘new’ college up on the 
Hill. But Butler isn’t that ‘new’ anymore; I find 
it remarkable to be writing a piece to mark the 5 
year anniversary of  our college! Though a few of  us founding students are clinging on to the last 
vestiges of  our education, the majority of  the inaugural year now have professional working 
lives; a far cry from that first day where we were dropped off  by family and friends into three 
oddly-named buildings and left to fend for ourselves. 

There were a few teething problems. Some Milfield residents experienced what might 
politely be referred to as ‘shower malfunctions’ during their first day in college! Yet, precisely 
because Butler was in its infancy, friendships quickly developed not only in our individual 
kitchens but college-wide. 

‘College spirit’ is sometimes an empty phrase, but it is something that I felt genuinely 
evolved in our first year. In no small part was this because it was difficult not to throw oneself  
into the whole host of  extra-curricular activities provided by college, and I’m not just talking 
about the bar; drama groups, sports teams, and societies were all established so that within a 
year Butler had put on a play, entered sports teams in all the major leagues, and hosted a range 
of  events including open mic nights, formals and balls. We all owe a debt of  gratitude not only 
to the College Officers, the hard work of  Sam – our first JCR President – and her Executive 
Committee, but also to all the college transferees who took the plunge in moving to Butler.

It was somewhat bittersweet after our graduation ceremonies to say goodbye to what was a 
unique university experience, yet as we see the college continue to evolve in exciting new ways 
through our Durham visits and alumni gatherings, we can take pride in the role we played in 
shaping Butler’s identity from its very foundations!

Tom Maclean (Butler Alumnus)
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In April 2011 we were given the exciting news that we were 
beginning our first ever fundraising campaign - to fund our portion of  
the build costs of  a MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area).  Barely five months 
on, in late September, the building of  the MUGA officially began.  After 
a short period of  frantic and inventive fundraising, we reached our target 
of  £25,000.  That money was matched by Ustinov College along with a 
substantial amount from the University, giving the project the green light.

Once completed later this term, the MUGA will increase access to 
sport for all Butler students.  The MUGA will be used for tennis, netball, 
basketball, volleyball and five-a-side football.  These clubs will flourish 
with the help of  this new facility.  The MUGA will also allow Butler 
students to explore new ways of  connecting with the local community.  
Last year, many Butler students volunteered in local primary schools and 
our Projects Committee hope to use the MUGA to run sporting activities 
for children in the local community.

Everyone at the College would like to thank those who contributed to 
the fundraising.  Thank you to all alumni, current students, parents and 
friends of  the College who kindly donated.  Thanks also to the students 
who dedicated themselves to the cause.  The fundraising was approached 
in original and innovative ways, with highlights including the annual 
Sports Formal and a 24 hour basketball challenge, in which both staff  
and students participated.  The MUGA-meter, which recorded our 
progress towards our target (pictured here), is proudly displayed in the 
bar to commemorate the legacy of  the students of  2010/11.

This year’s alumni activities and events promise to be better 
than ever, with the number of  alumni creeping up to the one 
thousand mark.  

Having already had a number of  well-attended and enjoyable 
Reunions, the Butler Alumni community looks certain to grow and 
thrive for years and decades to come.  There are a number of  ways 
in which our ex-students can stay connected to the College, such as 
attending the Alumni Reunions, becoming a Butler Angel (to offer 
advice on jobs on future courses to current students) and getting 
involved with the Alumni Association Committee (AAC).  

Of  course, our alumni are always welcome at the College, but 
for now, here are some dates for the diary:

3rd Dec: London Reunion (booking now open – see 
www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni)

18th-19th Feb: Alumni Weekend in Durham (Alumni vs 
Current Students Sports, AAC AGM, Alumni Dinner)

2nd-3rd Jun: Butler Day Weekend

Also, please don’t forget to join our host of  Butler Angels.  By 
becoming an Angel, you can help current Josephine Butler students 
who are interested in pursuing a career similar to your own.  This is 
a simple and effective way to stay connected to the College and help 
current students in those all-important career decisions.  You can 
become an Angel at 

www.dur.ac.uk/butler.angels.

The MUGA Campaign
A brand new sports court

Alumni News
Reunions for 11-12

http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni

