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Five Years of Butler
Celebration Events

It is hard to believe that Butler is now over 
five years old. The 2011-12 freshers were the fifth 
full group of  undergraduate and postgraduate 
students to join us since the pioneers of  2006. To 
celebrate the achievements of  the intervening 
half  decade, we held a number of  celebration 
events in the College. Choosing the entirely 
arbitrary timing of  the last weekend in 
November, we held a Gala Dinner for senior 
members of  the University, the College, our 
Alumni and the wider community alongside  
many of  our current students. The following day 
we held a day of  celebration for the wider 
student community - starting, characteristically, 
with a huge breakfast at 3pm!

The Gala Dinner was held in the presence of 
the Mayor, Councillor Les Thompson; the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Chris Higgins and the local MP, 
Roberta Blackman-Woods. We used the dinner as  
an opportunity to thank representatives of  many 
groups who have helped get Butler to the 
excellent position it now holds in the University: 
we brought back ex JCR, MCR and SCR 
presidents, members of  the alumni association 
committee, holders of  full college colours and 
members of  staff. In addition, we used the 

evening to build new relationships, bringing in 
members of  the local community including 
managing directors of  key local firms such as 
solicitors, accountants and merchants from across 
the city and local region. They sat with the 
students and were treated to a selection of  
entertainments illustrating Butler’s success. For 
sports, we had the Butler Tigers cheerleaders; for 
music, the Barbershop group. Representing 
societies we had the dance troupe and a talk from 
the JCR Vice President about our commitment 
to volunteering and charities. This was all hosted 
by our JCR President and introduced by key 
members of  the JCR Exec. 

Afterwards we returned to the bar for drinks 
and entertainment from the Jazz Band. In all, it 
was a wonderful opportunity to showcase 
everything Butler has become in such a short 
time. As the Vice-Chancellor put it “I doubt 
anyone would have believed when Josephine 
Butler opened that this would be achieved in 
such a remarkably short period of  time. ... Butler 
is a roaring success and part of  Durham 
University tradition and what makes the 
University special.”

Adrian Simpson, The Principal.

Josephine Butler College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college
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Music in Butler is one of  the areas of  our 
development of  which we are most proud. In particular, 
our choir has moved from strength to strength. This year 
we had more than 60 people interested in joining the 
choir at the start of  the year to help create a singing 
environment at Butler. This, combined with the regular, 
extended rehearsals, has resulted in the largest group of  
singers we have ever been able to call on with a stable 
group of  25 singers. They have been working hard all 
year,  under the direction of  Oskar Smogeli, and are 
aiming to increase the size and quality of  the 
performances they put on. This has resulted in a 
workshop together with the St Stephens Cathedral Green 
Choir from Nairobi, Kenya. They rehearsed with Butler’s 
choir during the day and then, during their concert in the 
College in the evening, both choirs sang a number of  
items together. It was a wonderful evening which filled the 
bar both with singing and a 
rapt audience.

As usual, the latter half  of  
the term was particularly busy. 
The choir busked in Durham, 
particularly in the Christmas 
Market when they sang in both 
the Palace Green and 
Cathedral areas of  this huge 
event. In doing so they raised 
hundreds of  pounds for Grace 
House Hospice. Alongside 
other music groups and 
individual performers, the choir 
sang in the College’s Winter 
Music Concert, but the 
highlight was the carol concert 
at the end of  term. The bar 
was full and mulled wine and 

mince pies were on sale for charity. With STAB providing 
a range of  readings and the prayers and blessings kindly 
provided by Rev. Trish Thompson, the choir sang a range 
of  different carols and Christmas songs. 

Following the success of  last year, the Choir will 
return to Durham Cathedral for Evensong.  This will be 
on the 27th February, featuring a performance of  the 
Charles Stanford Magnificat and Nuc Dimittis in B flat 
and ‘Ubi Caritas’ by the Norwegian composer Ola Gjeilo. 

Our choir is rapidly developing, and it is hard to 
believe how the sound quality has improved over the last 
few years and, with the addition of  new voices, has 
developed still further during the first term of  this year. 
They are rapidly becoming one of  the best College 
Choirs in Durham. 

Music at Butler
A focus on Butler Choir

5th Anniversary
The student event

After the success of  the Gala Dinner (see the front page), there was an opportunity for the wider College community to 
celebrate our 5th anniversary with a day of  student focussed events. The celebrations kicked off  with an enormous cooked 

breakfast buffet, at the student-friendly time of  3pm.  

After waves of  students had filled themselves with bacon, eggs and 5-
year decorated cupcakes, there was a variety of  entertainment in the 
Bar.  The Top Gear Track racing simulators brought the competitive 
streak out of  Butlerites.  There were also close-up and on-stage 
performances from a magician, who stunned the audience with 
tricks, contortions and mind-reading.  

The celebrations drew to a climax with a JCR Meeting, with a 
champagne drinks reception!

The day capped off  a fantastic weekend of  celebrations, with the 
Sunday being an enjoyable and inclusive day for all Butlerites to 
come together and celebrate 5 years of  Josephine Butler College.  
Now we are all looking forward to the 10 year celebrations!
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Alumni
Reunions

Early December saw a good turnout to the London Reunion. 
After last year’s bad weather forced a late cancellation, we finally 
managed to get to Ristorante Biagio, taking over the whole of  
their top floor. There was a varied group of  alumni, including 
some from our very first year and many from more recent 
graduating groups. 

Our next get together is 18th-19th February 2012 for the 
Alumni Reunion Weekend in Durham.

Our aim is to give alumni a flavour of  College life at the 
reunion.!!On Saturday there will be a brunch in the bar at noon 
and then the opportunity to relive their youthful years by 
participating in some ‘alumni against current students’ sports 
matches (football, netball, basketball – all depending upon 
demand) on our brand new Multi-Use Games Area.  There will 
also be the opportunity to sing with the choir or jam with the Jazz Band, and of  course, simply to see friends.! 

On the Friday night and Sunday, the Bar and Kitchen will be open to allow the alumni catch up with old friends. The 
Friday night also sees one of  our popular ‘Butler’s Got Talent’ night.!On Saturday evening there will be our Alumni 
Formal – a three course meal, with a wine reception in the bar at 6.30pm (for the meal at 7pm). If  there are other activities  
any alumni would like to see at the weekend, please email Andrew Hodgetts at jbalumni.association@durham.ac.uk.

!To book a ticket, either:
• Send a cheque for £20 (payable to 'Durham University') to Andrew Hodgetts, Josephine Butler College, 

South Road, Durham, DH1 3DF.! Please download the booking form from www.durham.ac.uk/butler.college/
alumni/events,  and return to Andrew along with the cheque. 

• Pay by debit/credit card over the phone, by calling the Finance Office on 0191 334 7267.! If  paying this 
way, we can fill in the booking form over the phone.
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Scholarly Activity in JB

Michaelmas term saw a very significant increase 
in the amount of  scholarly activity throughout the 
College. As part of  our aim to increase students’ 
engagement, we’ve sought a far wider and more 
varied range of  lectures, seminars and events to 
complement our existing provision around sports, 
music, societies and social events.

A number of  remarkable sessions stand out: Ray 
Hill (pictured right) was a senior member of  the 
BNP and other far right organisations. In the mid 
80s he outed himself  as a mole within the fascist 
movement, revealing their plots and links to terrorist 
organisations. He gave a brilliant personal lecture, 
organised in conjunction with JSoc, to nearly 100 
students about his experiences and his ongoing commitment to antifascist causes and to working with groups vulnerable to 
being drawn in to far right organisations. 

Lesley Woodhead is a documentary film maker who came to Butler at the invitation of  the Aegis Society to show his 
film on the massacre at Srebrenica. This was a powerful and moving investigation into the killings in the mid 90s. Alex 
Standish, an intelligence analyst and recently project manager for the UN in Kosovo (and long term friend of  Butler) 
showed his film on interrogation techniques in Guantanamo Bay to a packed MCR, provoking much discussion about 
torture, international law and terrorism.

Kelly Stockdale and Lizzie McClory gave the first Josephine Butler Lecture of  the year. This was on the theme of  
restorative justice. Both speakers are undertaking research into the role of  restorative justice as alternatives  or adjuncts to 
traditional sentencing policies. They gave some insights into how restorative justice meetings are organised and mediated 
and the potential outcomes of  these different approaches to dealing with offenders.

The postgraduate ‘scholars supper’ programme had a wide range of  topics in Michaelmas term. These included the 
work of  the Palestine Educational Trust (presented by Prof. Bill Williamson and two of  the current recipients of  the PET 
grants), the impact of  online gaming such as ‘World of  Warcraft’ (presented by Ladan Cockshut) and the developmental 
psychology of  chimps and human children (presented by Lara Wood and Emma Flynn). Each of  these allowed our 
postgraduate body to discuss and debate a different scholarly aspect, often some distance from their own research 
interests.

The Senior Common Room hosted an evening with local author Richard Hardwick. Richard works in a number of  
local prisons, encouraging prisoners to write about their lives and drawing out from their often deep and poignant pieces 
of  prose and poetry. He also read from his own most recent book, Andalucia, a piece of  fiction but based on his own 
experience of  his partner’s diagnosis with breast cancer.

mailto:jbalumni.association@durham.ac.uk
mailto:jbalumni.association@durham.ac.uk
http://www.durham.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni/events
http://www.durham.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni/events
http://www.durham.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni/events
http://www.durham.ac.uk/butler.college/alumni/events
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First term always sees the excitement of  integrating our freshers 
into the sports teams. To support them, and all our students, we’ve 
made a major investment in equipment. We’ve bought a full set of  
lacrosse sticks which has enabled us to field two full teams. The 
Trust Fund generously enabled the purchase of  goalkeepers kits for 
hockey which means the women’s team can now put out a full 11 a 
side team with a goalie. We’ve also purchased new table tennis 
tables to allow us to have home games and we now have a proper 
volleyball net. The football club also have the funding for a goal for 
the Milfield field to improve turnout at social and training sessions. 
The boat club have a new boat, called Centurion, thanks to BCBC’s 
tireless fundraising and the netball club have wonderful new kit 
(which they celebrated with a 44-2 drubbing of  Castle).

The long awaited MUGA has been finished, except for some 
final touches needed before it can be handed over (and the final 
sports surface which will need to wait until warmer weather to be 
laid - though the tarmac surface will be playable in the meantime).

While we lost a number of  key players in our sports teams when 
they graduated last year, we are bearing up well. Both men’s and 
women’s squash teams are doing well. Men’s hockey are currently 
fighting for either 2nd or 3rd for promotion this year. Men’s football 
A have had a decent start to playing the Premiership and the C 
team are having an amazing revival. 

Butler Tigers produced an excellent display to take 2nd place in the cheerleading competition. At the moment, Butler 
stand 9th in the inter-college league table, which is a little disappointing given our recent run of  upper table finishes, but 
there is a long way to go.

Our current standings for many sports are given below, with the usual understanding that not all of  the results have been 
recorded and one or two sports (such as rugby and indoor cricket) have not had any scores put on the results system yet.

Butler Sports
The Michaelmas Campaign

Sport Division Place

Badminton (Men’s - A team) Premiership 3
Badminton (Men’s - B team) 1 6
Badminton (Women’s - A team) Premiership 2
Badminton (Women’s - B team) 1 2
Badminton (Women’s - C team) 2 2
Badminton (Mixed) Premiership 4
Basketball (Men’s) Premiership 10
Basketball (Women’s) 1 11
Football (Men’s Astro - A team) Pool 3 2
Football (Men’s Astro - B team) Pool 4 2
Football (Men’s - A team) Premiership 8
Football (Men’s - B team) 3 7
Football (Men’s - C team) 4 6
Football (Men’s - D team) Friendly 1
Football (Women’s) Premiership 8
Football (Women’s Astro - A team) Pool 1 2
Football (Women’s Astro - B team) Pool 4 3
Hockey (Men’s) 1 3
Hockey (Women’s) Premiership 4
Lacrosse (Mixed - B team) Premiership 2
Lacrosse (Mixed - A team) 1 1
Netball (Women’s - A team) Premiership 6
Netball (Women’s - B team) 2 12
Squash (Men’s) 1 2
Squash (Women’s) Premiership 3
Table Tennis Premiership 9
Ultimate Frisbee Premiership 1


