
	  

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY:  INFORMATION FOR 
UNDERGRADUATE APPLICANTS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2013-14  

INTRODUCTION  

This booklet is designed to give you some idea of what studying archaeology 
at Durham University will be like and to answer some of the questions that 
you are likely to have in relation to your application to study here in the 
academic year 2013-14 (entry October 2013).  

When it comes to teaching, our philosophy as a Department is quite simple: 
we aim to provide a series of degree courses that are both stimulating and 
challenging so that our graduates emerge with a good knowledge of their 
chosen area of study as well as a set of highly-developed skills that will be of 
service to them in whatever careers they chose to follow.  We are proud of our 
relaxed, friendly, Departmental culture and of our high academic standards. In 
addition to teaching lectures, there are frequent research seminars and 
meetings in the Department that undergraduate students are always welcome 
to attend. There is also a flourishing Archaeology Society, organised by the 
students themselves, that arranges lectures, field trips and social activities.  

Durham is an excellent place to study archaeology, offers an extensive 
chronological and geographical coverage, and was placed first in the ranking 
of UK Archaeology departments in the Government’s most recent Research 
Assessment Exercise (2008).  

Hopefully you will find all the information you need in this document but if you 
cannot, please contact us. You can either email us at: 
enquiries.arch@durham.ac.uk or telephone Helen Skea (Admissions 
Secretary) on 0191 334 1144 or Dr Pam Graves (Admissions Selector) on 
0191 334 1136; c.p.graves@durham.ac.uk; or Dr Mike Church (Admissions 
Selector) on 0191 334 1153; m.j.church@durham.ac.uk.  

Open Days  

We recommend that you attend one of the open days we hold here in the 
Department. We generally run five open days each year, usually in July and 
late September (pre-application, for all interested students) and late March 
(post-application, for those holding offers).  

The open days are intended to give prospective students an idea of what the 
Department is like and what it will be like to study here. They include a talk 
covering the degree programmes and how they are taught, plus a tour around 
the Department with practical demonstrations. There is also an opportunity to 
meet and chat to members of staff over coffee. Details of forthcoming open 
days are available at: http://www.dur.ac.uk/undergraduate/visits/. If you 
cannot attend an open day, informal visits are also welcomed by the 
Department. Please contact either our Undergraduate Secretary, Helen Skea 
at: enquiries.arch@durham.ac.uk (0191 334 1144); or the Admissions 
Selectors named above.  



STANDARD OFFERS FOR 2013-14 

Single Honours  

Archaeology  
BA F400 - AAB   General Studies and Critical Thinking accepted.  
 
Archaeology (Science)  
BSc F402 – AAB   No specific science A levels are required, General Studies 
and Critical Thinking accepted.  
 

Archaeology and Ancient Civilisations  
BA VQ48 - AAB   General Studies and Critical Thinking accepted.  
 

Joint Honours  

JH Ancient History and Archaeology  
VF14 - AAA   Classics prefer an A level in History, Classical Civilization, 
Ancient Greek or Latin; General Studies and Critical Thinking NOT accepted.  
 

JH Anthropology and Archaeology  
LF64 - AAB   General Studies and Critical Thinking accepted.  
 

International Qualifications for all the above degrees:  

International Baccalaureate [IB] 36, including 6, 6, 5 in Higher Level subjects; 
except for VF14 which is IB 37.  

Irish Highers AAABB (AAAAB for VF14) 

Scottish Advanced Highers;  

Student taking one Advanced Higher: A grade plus AABB in Highers (different 
subjects); 
Student taking two Advanced Highers: AA grade plus ABB in Highers 
(different subjects); 
Student taking three Advanced Highers: AAB grade plus AB in Highers 
(different subjects). 
If student cannot take Advanced Highers, then Scottish Highers at AAABB 
(AAAAB for VF14) are accepted. 

For those students whose first language is not English an IELTS (International 
English Language Testing System) score of 6.5 points (no component 
element below 6); TOEFL iBT 92 (no component under 23); Cambridge 
Proficiency (CPE) Grade C; Cambridge Advanced  (CAE) Grade A; or 
successful completion of the University’s own professional language 
programme is normally required.  



WHY CHOOSE ARCHAEOLOGY?  

Because Archaeology is important…  

Archaeology is the study of the physical remains of the past, for example 
artefacts such as pottery, metalwork and flint, bones, burials, buildings and 
the remains of settlements, and environmental ‘ecofacts’ such as pollen and 
seeds. Archaeology is fundamental to our understanding of the human past. 
Understanding the development of humans, human technology, farming, 
towns, civilisation and the human relationship with the environment, all 
depends on archaeology. Archaeology can go where other subjects cannot – 
further back in time than other subjects and into aspects of society and human 
behaviour that other subjects can never reach.  

Because Archaeology is fascinating and challenging…  

Archaeology helps us to address some of the most fundamental questions 
about who we are and why we are the way we are.  

It is a very broad and dynamic subject that changes constantly with new 
discoveries and the development of new research techniques. During an 
archaeology degree you will learn about fieldwork, finds, historic buildings, 
scientific methods, archaeological theories, computer techniques and how 
they all help us to understand the past. You will have the chance to study a 
wide range of topics ranging from human evolution to the industrial revolution, 
from late-medieval Britain to ancient India.  

Archaeology gets to grips with the physical remains of the past. It is well 
suited to students who are curious about human society and its past and who 
want to combine practical, hands-on work with traditional academic study.  

Because Archaeology is an excellent, flexible degree…  

Whether you are interested in a career in archaeology, such as heritage 
management, museums, contract-archaeology, local government, or 
academia or in a career such as media, banking or management-consultancy, 
archaeology is an excellent degree. Employers in all areas appreciate our 
graduates because of their rigorous academic training, their broad perspective 
and their well-developed practical skills in organisation, teamwork, fieldwork, 
presentation and computing. Our graduates have an excellent track record of 
securing suitable employment and in developing successful careers.  

We offer you a wide range of modules and teach a flexible and diverse series 
of skills that you can draw on in almost any career. Recent graduates have 
entered careers in archaeological units, local authority planning departments 
and museums, state sponsored agencies such as English Heritage and 
Historic Scotland as well as business, law, management, research and 
teaching. So if you were worried that archaeology is not for you, perhaps you 
should think again!  

 

 



WHY CHOOSE DURHAM?  

A leading department  

The Department is one of the most highly-rated, largest, most modern and 
best equipped in the country. Its excellent facilities include laboratories for 
archaeological chemistry, conservation, environmental archaeology, human 
osteology and luminescence, as well as teaching laboratories, a drawing 
office, photographic studio, computer room and a common room. The 
Department is located at the heart of the main university complex, in recently 
refurbished accommodation. It is situated right next to the University Library 
and is centrally placed for Durham colleges.  

The Department has consistently been very highly rated for its excellence in 
both research and teaching. Most recently the Department was placed fourth 
in the 2013 Complete University Guide. Over recent years it has consistently 
been placed in the top four in key national surveys of university departments 
run by the Times, the Guardian and the Independent/Price Waterhouse 
Coopers.  

Durham is one of Britain's leading universities for teaching and research. 
Archaeology has been taught here since 1931 and the Department now has 
one of the largest teaching groups in the UK, totalling 27 full-time members of 
teaching staff, as well as research staff working on a variety of archaeological 
projects. Studying here you will be taught by experts in the field of 
archaeology, whose interests cover World, European and British archaeology 
from the last Ice Age to the post-Medieval period. This wide range of expertise 
is reflected in the degree structure where, in the second and third levels, you 
can choose from a wide range of optional modules which allow you to follow a 
programme of study designed to suit your individual interests and needs.  

Excellent employment prospects  

Durham Archaeology graduates have an excellent employment record. 
According to the 2013 Complete University Guide, our graduate prospects are 
rated at 78%, only bettered by those jointly of Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. This excellent statistic reflects both the quality of our teaching 
and our commitment to producing well-rounded, employable graduates.  

The Department houses a major professional archaeological organisation, 
Archaeological Services Durham University 
(http://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeological.services/) which, as well as being a 
commercial archaeological unit, runs archaeological field schools, offering 
professional training to undergraduates who wish to follow a career in this 
area.  

Excellent students  

Having a strong reputation means Durham Archaeology is able to recruit top-
quality students from all over the UK and abroad and from a wide range of 
social groups.  



Whilst we take academic achievement very seriously, we also pride ourselves 
on having a friendly and informal atmosphere and on being approachable, 
helpful and supportive.  

Close links to museums and professionals  

The Department has close links with the University Museums, the Old Fulling 
Mill Museum of Archaeology, and The Oriental Museum 
(http://www.dur.ac.uk/museums.htm). The Old Fulling Mill Museum was 
founded in 1833 and houses a permanent exhibition concentrating on 
archaeological material from Durham, as well as temporary exhibitions of 
archaeological interest. The Museum is the venue for a number of practical 
classes and provides opportunities for students to gain experience of museum 
work. The Oriental Museum is devoted to art and archaeology from cultures 
throughout the Near East, Egypt and Asia. The collections range from 
prehistoric Egypt and China to the work of living artists. The Museum opened 
in 1960 and also serves as a teaching and research resource used by 
University staff and students as well as researchers throughout the world. 
Both museums are open to the public.  

We have close links with the main professional archaeological organisations 
in the region and elsewhere in Britain such as Historic Scotland and English 
Heritage.  

An historic location  

Durham University, founded in 1832, is situated in and around Durham city. 
Durham is one of the architectural gems of Europe. The medieval city is 
dominated by two great examples of Romanesque architecture, Durham 
Cathedral and the Castle, which together form a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site right in the midst of the University.  

Some of the country's foremost archaeological sites - such as Hadrian's Wall 
and the Saxon double monastery of Wearmouth and Jarrow - are nearby. The 
city is within easy reach of countryside of outstanding beauty - the North 
Yorkshire Moors, the Pennines, the Cheviots, the Yorkshire Dales and the 
Northumberland coast - and only a short distance from the shops, cinemas 
and nightlife of Newcastle upon Tyne.  

 

YOUR DEGREE  

There are various ways in which to study archaeology at Durham, each with 
its own particular focus:  

• BA Single Honours Archaeology  

• BSc Single Honours Archaeology (Science)  

• BA Single Honours Archaeology and Ancient Civilisations  

• BA Joint Honours with Anthropology  



• BA Joint Honours with Ancient History  

• BA Combined Honours in Social Sciences  

• BSc Natural Sciences  

You should be able to find a degree that suits your own interests and 
aspirations.  

Obviously, exactly what you study depends on which degree you take – each 
will lead you on a different pathway through your studies.  

Teaching is divided up into ‘modules’. Each module is taught by one or more 
members of staff and consists of a series of lectures, possibly as well as 
seminars, practical sessions and tutorials, essays and perhaps other 
assignments, reading, and assessment either by course work or exam. Some 
modules are taken by only a handful of students whilst others are taken by as 
many as 100 (first year modules).  

All full-time students take six modules in each year (or ‘level’). In order to 
complete your degree, you must pass three levels of study. Each year, you 
will take two kinds of module: core and optional. Core modules are 
compulsory and which ones you take depends on the degree course you 
study. Optional modules are those that you can choose depending on your 
particular interests.  

The lists below describe the archaeology modules in the Single Honours and 
Joint Honours degrees.  

Natural Sciences and Combined Honours offer more variations, so it is a good 
idea to look at the web pages for potential pathways and module 
combinations.  

The number of hours of teaching varies enormously each week. Most 
modules involve between one and three hours of teaching (e.g. lectures, 
practical classes, seminars or tutorials) per week. To this you need to add 
reading time and time spent preparing course work and essays.  

 

MODULES and PROGRESSION 

Single Honours BA & BSc students complete their degrees by taking modules 
in the Archaeology Department, although they do have the option of taking 
some modules in other departments if they so wish. They also attend a 
Departmental training excavation for three weeks at the end of Level 1, which 
also forms part of the Level 2 core module ‘Professional Training’ (see below). 
At the end of Level 2, they choose their own three-week summer placement, 
either excavation, or other approved field project, practical or laboratory work. 
Each stage in the degree allows you to move towards greater depth of 
understanding and specialisation, gaining knowledge and skills to support a 
piece of independent research in your final year – your dissertation. 



Joint Honours students choose modules to create a portfolio of their interest 
between two subject areas.  Excavation experience can be offered to Joint 
Honours students at the end of their first year.  

Structure of the Degree Programmes 
 
 
Core Modules In Archaeology  

Core modules are the modules that every archaeology student is expected to 
take. The core modules vary depending on which degree you are taking. This 
section will tell you about these modules. You will find a brief description of 
each module's syllabus and information on how it is taught. Most modules are 
single modules but some are double.  

Level 1  

Archaeology in Action - Various Tutors. This module provides a general 
introduction to the discipline of archaeology. It enables students to gain a 
basic knowledge of the history of archaeological thought, the essential 
methodological approaches to the discovery, excavation and publication of 
sites in their regional context, the interpretation of material culture, ecofacts 
and landscapes, and the relation of archaeology to the public.  

Archaeology Practicals - Various Tutors. The aim of this module is to provide 
a basic introduction to fieldwork techniques and the study of archaeological 
materials through the provision of hands-on experience in the laboratory and 
in the field. By the end of the module students will have gained a basic 
understanding of: the properties of, and technologies associated with a range 
of archaeological materials, e.g. lithics, pottery, ecofacts (plant remains or 
bones), and some of the ways in which these materials are studied; some of 
the ways in which sites, landscapes, and standing buildings are studied and 
some elementary techniques of archaeological surveying.  

Applied Archaeological Methods - Various Tutors. This module aims to give 
students an introductory knowledge of methods and techniques in 
archaeology, and the fundamentals of archaeological science. On completion 
of this module students will be expected to have a basic familiarity with a wide 
range of biological, environmental and physical methods of analysis used in 
archaeology as well as have developed deeper knowledge of selected topics 
through essay writing and tutorials.  

Scientific Methods in Archaeology 1 - Various Tutors. This module aims to 
give students an introductory knowledge of methods and techniques in 
archaeology, and the fundamentals of archaeological science. On completion 
of this module students will be expected to have a basic familiarity with a wide 
range of biological, environmental and physical methods of analysis used in 
archaeology as well as have developed deeper knowledge of selected topics, 
particularly archaeological sciences, through essay writing and tutorials.  

Cities in Antiquity - Various Tutors. This module studies the forms and 
meanings of the Greek and Roman world and its traditions. Focuses on the 



Greek urban tradition and its development into the Roman Imperial period. It 
will enable the student to gain a broader understanding of the Greek and 
Roman urban models, and differences in the Eastern empire, the Western 
Mediterranean and the Western empire. This will be core for VF14 and VQ48 
programmes. 

 

Level 2  

Professional Training - Various Tutors. This double-module provides a broad 
range of skills and information relevant to three vital elements of professional 
training in archaeology – excavation; analytical skills and approaches; and 
research design. In Part I, the compulsory training excavation enables 
students to develop personal and teamwork skills and learn how to evaluate 
the performance and management of the excavation. In Part II, students 
select two units from a wide range of skills and approaches to data and gain 
personal skills in these approaches. In Part III, students are introduced to 
research design and information sources for research and the links between 
Part II skills and research are strengthened. The module is taught through a 
combination of practical excavation training, 2-hour lectures and 2-hour 
practicals. Completed in the first long vacation prior to the start of Level 2, the 
excavation experience provides basic fieldwork training and opportunities to 
develop practical and teamwork skills. Lectures provide the background for 
the writing-up of the summer excavation as a portfolio and present aspects of 
dissertation research design and skills. Practicals enable students to gain 
skills relevant to their dissertation research, as well as to other aspects of the 
Level 2 and 3 curriculum. The excavation portfolio tests the abilities of the 
student to assess and evaluate the training and the information provided 
about the site in question. The two practical portfolios assess mastery of 
practical and/or analytical techniques. The project presentation allows the 
student to gain experience of discussing of their ideas with their peers. The 
chapter element of the portfolio assesses the student’s ability to produce a 
research design for a project and integrate background reading with that 
design.  

Archaeological Method and Theory - Various Tutors. The aims of this module 
are to give students an understanding of the theories and methods involved in 
archaeology; to enable students to appreciate and evaluate major debates 
about the nature of the subject; to give students an understanding of the way 
in which the present-day discipline of archaeology has come to exist; and to 
provide students with the necessary theoretical background for writing a 
dissertation in the third year.  

Scientific Methods in Archaeology 2 (BSc Only) - Various Tutors. This module 
offers students training in the theoretical and applied aspects of methods 
employed in archaeological science drawn from the following themes: dating, 
human palaeoecology, materials and prospection. The relationship between 
the theoretical principles and experimental procedures of techniques 
employed is explained, together with the different types of data obtained and 
approaches to their analysis. These aspects are examined in the context of 



current applications of the method as presented in the current research 
literature. The module is taught by lectures, seminars and tutorials.  

Field Archaeology of Britain (BA Only) - Various Tutors. This module provides 
a brief conspectus of British archaeology by period from the Palaeolithic to the 
present day. Major developments in each period will be explored and the 
European context will be emphasised. Roughly half the module will be 
dedicated to prehistory and the remainder to the historic periods. The module 
is illustrated throughout by case studies and an important part of the module 
will be three half-day long fieldtrips to archaeological sites in the North-East of 
England.  

East to West: Ancient Mediterranean Civilisations – Various Tutors. The 
module examines the archaeological evidence for understanding the 
dynamics of the Roman Empire in the Mediterranean from the Hellenistic 
period to the beginnings of the rise of Islam in the 7th century. It takes in the 
impact of the fall of Rome in AD 476 and the subsequent regeneration of 
regional culture in the Mediterranean. It considers the spread of eastern 
cultural influence around the Mediterranean with particular emphasis upon the 
context within which Roman expansion occurred, the different processes 
involved, and their varying effects upon local societies across the region. The 
evidence for changes in settlement, social and political organisation, 
exchange and chronology is examined using a range of case studies, whilst 
recent changes to our understanding are assessed trough an evaluation of 
the archaeological information in its wider historical context.  

 

Level 3  

Single Dissertation or Double Dissertation. The dissertation is in many ways 
the culmination of the training that students receive during their degree. It is 
begun towards the end of Level 2 but is principally researched and written 
through the summer of Level 2 and during Level 3. Students select a topic in 
consultation with an individual member of staff who acts as supervisor. 
Throughout Level 3 students meet regularly with their supervisor who guides 
them through the process of producing an 8,000 or 12,000 word research 
report. The dissertation is produced to publication standard and provides the 
student with significant knowledge of their particular area of interest and 
develops their research, writing and production skills.  

Current Issues - Various Tutors. This module is based around reflection on a 
series of critical themes in archaeology. Students engage in debates on 
current themes of importance in world archaeology. These themes relate to 
the theoretical background and cultural, social and cultural context of 
archaeological practice. They will include: the influence of cultural, social and 
political factors on the development of archaeological thought; the role of 
archaeology in contemporary society and culture; the interaction of theory and 
practice in archaeological research.  

 



Optional/Elective Modules In Archaeology  

The following pages will tell you about the modules in Archaeology which you 
can choose to study at each different level.  

Level 1: List A modules 

Discovering World Prehistory - Various Tutors. The module provides an 
introduction to the major events and processes of prehistory, from the 
appearance of the earliest humans down to the rise of states and empires 
when literacy and recorded history became established. The teaching will 
concentrate on the Old World but will introduce material from other parts of 
the globe in order to foster an appreciation of the differing ways in which 
humankind has developed in technological, cultural and ideological terms. 
Students are encouraged to look at a variety of approaches to the 
understanding of particular issues in prehistory, such as the origins of 
agriculture or the rise of chiefdoms and states.  

Cities in Antiquity - Various Tutors. This module studies the forms and 
meanings of the Greek and Roman world and its traditions. Focuses on the 
Greek urban tradition and its development into the Roman Imperial period. It 
will enable the student to gain a broader understanding of the Greek and 
Roman urban models, and differences in the Eastern empire, the Western 
Mediterranean and the Western empire. This will be core for VF14 and VQ48 
programmes. 

Medieval to Modern: An introduction to the Archaeology of the Medieval to 
Post-Medieval World - Various Tutors.  This module will introduce students to 
the archaeology of early medieval to post-medieval Western and Northern 
Europe through key artefacts and sites which have shaped our perception of 
the medieval and modern worlds.  It will set these changes in the context of 
the archaeology of the medieval to modern eras beyond Europe, in a global 
context. 

Ancient Civilizations of the East - Various Tutors. This module provides a 
comparative introduction to the archaeology of Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus 
Valley and Ancient Greece. It introduces key concepts pertinent to the study 
of the archaeology of complex societies and undertakes a comparative 
consideration of the regions listed above. By the end of this module students 
will have become familiar with key concepts related to the study of complex 
societies, gained an understanding of the variety of forms which these can 
take, gained familiarity with the evidence from selected ancient societies and 
developed an ability to undertake comparative analysis across different 
geographical and cultural contexts.  

 

Level 2: List B modules  

Prehistoric Europe – from foraging to state formation - Various Tutors. This 
module provides a basic account of the main developments in the evolution of 
human societies, from the Palaeolithic to the Bronze Age. The teaching is 
divided by term into: Term 1 – Palaeolithic and Mesolithic; and Term 2 – the 



emergence of farming and the development of social complexity. The course 
builds upon the basic knowledge gained in Level 1 but places emphasis on 
broad thematic treatment of key topics across long-term sequences of 
change. The module enables students to gain a broad understanding of the 
archaeological information about the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, 
Copper Age and Bronze Age in Europe; and current theories and debates 
about this evidence.  

Becoming Roman: From Iron Age to Empire in Italy and the West - Various 
Tutors. This module examines the archaeological evidence for the cultural 
transition from Iron Age/Protohistoric communities into Roman provincial 
societies in Italy and Western Europe. The module develops a comparative 
and thematic approach to the social and economic reorganization of Iron Age 
communities and the emergence of new cultural identities in the context of 
expanding Roman power. Key themes include colonization, urbanization and 
trade/exchange. The module considers case studies including Italy, Gaul and 
Britain, documenting and seeking explanation of similarities and differences in 
cultural change across the Western Empire. Students will also consider the 
issues associated with the use of historical texts alongside the archaeological 
evidence.  

Archaeology of Medieval and Post-Medieval Britain - Various Tutors. This 
module will introduce students to the principle field remains and sources of 
evidence, methods and issues in the study of archaeology in the British Isles 
from c.AD 400 to c.AD 1800. This module will provide an understanding of the 
main chronological framework of changes in the material record in Britain 
during this period. Students will learn to identify and contrast a range of 
monuments and artefacts, tackled according to theme, e.g. religious practice; 
trade, towns and industry; landscape and settlement.  

Ancient Complex Societies in Action - Various Tutors. The module is designed 
to provide students with a sound knowledge of key evidence, problems and 
research methods that lie at the core of archaeological research in Egypt, the 
Ancient Near East and the Indian Sub-Continent. It aims to provide an insight 
into the methodologies employed and the impact that the nature of the 
dataset, and the way in which it is used, can have upon the way in which the 
past is constructed.  

Experimental Methods in Archaeological Science - Various Tutors. The 
module offers students training in practical and experimental methods 
employed in archaeological science. The practicals will introduce students to 
aspects of methodology drawn from the following themes: dating (e.g. 
dendrochronology); human palaeoecology (e.g. dimensional analysis of 
bones, plant remains); materials (e.g. analysis of metals and glass); 
prospection (e.g. resistivity and magnetometry). Students will gain experience 
of teamwork by gathering data in small groups and developing skills in data 
analysis and interpretation through individual work.  

 

 



Level 3 – List C modules: Professional Skills  

The availability of any Professional Skills in Archaeology can vary from year to 
year depending on staff availability.  

Museum Archaeology - Dr Robin Skeates. This module is about the principles 
and practice of museum archaeology. Practicals and tutorials prepare 
students for a group exhibition on an aspect of archaeology to be presented to 
the public in the Old Fulling Mill Museum of Archaeology, which forms the 
focus for this module. Lectures and a seminar cover: museum 
communication; education and learning in museums; contemporary 
archaeological exhibitions and representations; evaluating museums and 
exhibitions; contemporary issues in museum archaeology; access and the 
social role of archaeology museums. The fieldtrip comprises visits to 
museums in Durham.  

Bones and Human Societies - Various Tutors. This module is concerned with 
the study of animal and human bones from archaeological sites. Through 
practical and theoretical sessions the students will be informed about the 
potential of the analysis of bones in archaeology. Through seminars and 
workshops there will also be the chance to analyse particular case studies 
and to discuss the main areas of debate in zooarchaeology and human 
osteology. By the end of the module students are expected to have learnt (a) 
to identify main anatomical elements in the mammalian skeleton (which 
includes humans) and (in the case of the common bones) to also identify the 
most common species (b) to recognise bird and fish bones; (c) to implement 
ageing and sexing criteria to the study of bones; (d) to analyse and interpret 
standard data from human and animal bones; (e) to understand the main 
archaeological questions that can be addressed by the study of bones.  

Archaeological Surveying - Dr Tom Moore. This module introduces students 
to the theory and application of the most frequently-used types of instrumental 
surface-based archaeological site investigation, i.e. geophysical survey 
(principally electrical resistivity and fluxgate gradiometry), and topographic 
surveying of visible remains using electronic total stations and GPS 
equipment. Analysis and presentation of results will be carried out using 
industry-standard dedicated software packages.  

Archaeological Artefacts and Materials - Dr Chris Caple and others. This 
module provides students with a sound understanding of the techniques used 
for the examination of archaeological materials. It looks at how and why such 
materials have influenced, and have been influenced by past societies. The 
module covers theories on the production and use of artefacts and materials; 
techniques for the investigation and analysis of artefacts and case studies on 
the investigation of artefacts and materials. A series of student-led seminars 
will explore published studies of archaeological artefacts and sites identified 
with material and artefact production.  

Archaeological Conservation - Dr Chris Caple. The module provides teaching 
of theoretical, technical and practical aspects of the decay and conservation 
of archaeological objects and materials. Topics covered include the corrosion 
and conservation of metals, decay and conservation of waterlogged wood, 



leather and textiles, the conservation and restoration of glass and ceramics, 
the principles of cleaning and artefact storage plus on-site conservation 
treatments e.g. lifting. Students conserve a number of small artefacts as part 
of the course.  

 

Level 3: List D modules: Specialised Aspects and other elective modules 

Specialised Aspects are, in effect, mini-modules each taught by individual 
members of staff to students at Level 3. The aim is for staff to develop 
teaching related to their current research. In this way, students in their final 
year of study are brought up to speed with the cutting edge of archaeological 
research. The list of Specialised Aspects changes year on year depending on 
staff availability and activity. The list below is intended to give an idea of the 
range and scope of the Specialised Aspects that are normally available, but 
the exact suite on offer may vary from year to year depending on staff 
availability.  

Celts, Sacrifice and Drink? The Iron Age in Britain, Dr Tom Moore. This 
specialised aspect will allow students to acquire an advanced understanding 
of the nature of Iron Age societies in Britain, from the introduction of iron to 
the coming of the Roman Empire. The module will concentrate on exploring 
the key, sometimes controversial, issues and topics that are the focus of Iron 
Age studies, including debates over whether we can describe the British Iron 
Age as ‘Celtic’, the nature of Iron Age ritual and religion, the role of warfare, 
interaction with the Roman Empire, and questions of exchange, regionality 
and social modelling. Through seminars and an extended project, students 
will be encouraged to engage with these debates through examination of Iron 
Age material.    
 
Images of Rome, Dr Richard Hingley. This specialised aspect will enable 
students to gain an advanced understanding of the way that Images of Rome 
have operated in Britain and Western Europe (Spain, Germany, France) since 
the eighteenth century and the relationship of these to the practice and theory 
of Roman archaeology today. These images include both those that are 
derived from the Roman conquest of Western Europe (urbanization, 
civilization, etc) and also idea of native valour that are derived from the 
Roman sources (Boudica, Civilis, etc). The main stress will be upon how the 
study of images of Rome helps us to comprehend the current state of Roman 
archaeology, both with regard to its method and theory. 
 
Central Mediterranean Prehistory, Dr Robin Skeates. This Specialised Aspect 
is intended to provide you with an in-depth and advanced knowledge of 
current research, knowledge and debates in the prehistory of the Central 
Mediterranean region (i.e. mainland Italy, the Eastern Adriatic, Sicily, Malta, 
Sardinia, Corsica and associated islands), with particular reference to case-
studies of primary archaeological data (ranging from the Iceman of the Alps to 
the temples of Malta) and relevant specialist literature. 



A wide variety of themes are explored, within the inter-disciplinary fields of 
material, visual and sensual culture studies, and with reference to the history 
of archaeological thought in the Central Mediterranean and beyond.  A central 
concern is with interpreting social relations, strategies and transformations 
between the Upper Palaeolithic and the Bronze Age, including those relating 
to age, gender and the body.  These regularly converge on the theme of ritual 
performance, including mortuary practices and meanings, and the cultural 
construction and transformation of landscape, including liminality, the 
underworld, the social dynamics of enclosure, and commemoration.  They 
equally relate to the biographies and power of objects, including the 
production, exchange and ascription of value to them.  Another related theme 
concerns art and visual culture, including ways of seeing, creativity and 
tradition, visual communication and transformation, the politics of 
representation and display, and the symbolising of social boundaries, 
identities, status and prestige.  A concern with all of the human senses follows 
on from this.  Settlement strategies and resource exploitation are also 
considered, as well as the critical use of radiocarbon chronologies. 
 
Continuity and Change in South Asian Archaeology, Prof. Robin Coningham. 
This module will allow students to acquire specialist knowledge and 
understanding of the Later Prehistory and Early Historic periods of Southern 
Asia and of the history of archaeology in the region.  In particular, this 
specialised aspect will study the evidence for both continuity and change 
within the archaeological sequence from c. 7000 BC to 350 AD, through a 
number of region-specific case studies.  Students will also have the 
opportunity to evaluate archaeological models advanced to explain the 
emergence and collapse of the region's first sedentary communities, and the 
subsequent development of empires, trade and religion against the 
geopolitical dynamics of modern South Asia.  
 
Death and Burial in Britain AD400-1100, Dr Sarah Semple. This specialised 
aspect is concerned with the archaeological study of burials, cemeteries, and 
associated ritual of the early medieval period in Britain. Students will be 
guided through the geographical and chronological variations observable in 
the archaeological material, and will examine various academic debates 
related to the interpretation of this evidence. Key themes include material 
culture and symbolism, gender and grave goods, the geography of death and 
burials, social display and power. 

Dust to Dust: Death, Burial and Ritual in Britain, C12th-C19th, Dr Pam 
Graves. This specialised aspect is concerned with the chronology, form and 
social implications of death, burial and ritual practices in parts of Britain in the 
period from c. AD 1100 to c. AD 1900. Students examine, and critically 
evaluate, the nature of the evidence for Christian practice before and after the 
Reformation, Catholic, Established and Non-Conformist; Jewish practice; up 
to the advent of cremation in the modern world. Special emphasis will be 
placed on the religious and social context of such practices, the associated 
architecture and landscape setting.  

Vikings, Fire and Ice: People and Environment in the North Atlantic islands, Dr 
Mike Church. This course examines human interaction with the environment 



in the North Atlantic islands during the later prehistoric and Norse periods. 
The environment and economy of the Western Isles, Orkney and Shetland are 
the main focus, though the Faroes, Iceland and Greenland are also 
considered. The course considers the human impact on island environments, 
adaptation to marginal environments, and economic continuity and change. 
Multi-disciplinary case studies are used, integrating a variety of archaeological 
and palaeoenvironmental techniques.  

Palaeolithic Britain and its nearest neighbours, Dr Mark White. The 
specialised aspect is concerned with the Palaeolithic settlement history of 
Britain in its European context. Students will learn about the key sites and 
material culture and chronological variation of Palaeolithic Britain and will 
explore current theories and debates about settlement history, human 
behaviour and societies at the north-westernmost fringes of the Pleistocene 
world.  

Material Culture and Personhood in Balkan Prehistory, Dr John Chapman. 
This specialised aspect is concerned with fundamental aspects of the social 
structures of Mesolithic, Neolithic and Copper Age communities in Central and 
Eastern Europe. The aspect draws upon the rich body of evidence for 
settlements and their spatial organisation; the houses and households which 
form a prominent part of the material, and the places of burial, ranging from 
human bone deposits to rich Copper Age cemeteries such as Varna. Data on 
exchange and breeding networks are also integrated into this exploration of 
the domestic and mortuary arenas of social power.  

The Roman Countryside in the Mediterranean, Dr Rob Witcher. In 1977, Sir 
Moses Finley claimed that “The Graeco-Roman world... was a world of cities”. 
This specialised aspect explores the revolution in understanding which has 
occurred over the subsequent three decades. Today, the Roman countryside 
lies at the heart of critical debates about the social, political and economic 
organization of the Roman world. Students will focus on the practice of field 
survey as applied from Spain, via Italy, North Africa, Greece and Cyprus, to 
Syria, encompassing evidence from c.500BC to AD500. Students will cover 
the historical development of landscape studies in the Mediterranean, the 
principal methodologies used, and their advantages and disadvantages. The 
aspect then explores a range of social, economic and demographic 
interpretations of the Roman countryside. Geographical and thematic case 
studies will illustrate the diversity and complexity of these rural landscapes 
and their significance for broader understanding of the Roman world. 

Pagans, Christians, Muslims: Changing Townscapes in the 1st Millennium AD 
in the Mediterranean (North Africa and the Near East), Dr Anna Leone. This 
specialised aspect will enable students to develop an understanding of the 
urban form and its transformation from Late Antiquity to the early Arab period. 
The major focus will be on the Mediterranean provinces, especially North 
Africa and the Near East from the Roman Imperial period to the 8th / 9th 
centuries AD. These areas provide well-preserved case studies and allow us 
to compare between the eastern and the western Mediterranean. The module 
will explore the transformation of these cities through the major historical 
events of this period: the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, the Vandal 



occupation of North Africa, the Byzantine Empire and the arrival of the Arabs. 
It begins with an overview of the classical city and the range of public and 
private buildings and their development over time. It then goes on to look at 
the transformation of space from Late Antiquity, both the urban layout of 
towns and the reuse of individual buildings (e.g. the conversion of temples, 
baths, theatres, amphitheatres into churches, workshops, forts, housing, 
cemeteries etc.). This allows us to evaluate the changing nature of society 
during a period of great historical upheaval. It will also consider the issue of 
Christianization - the changes to urban topography brought about by the 
foundation of churches and the rise of the power of the clergy. 

The Gulf and Eastern Arabia, Dr Derek Kennet.  This will be an overview of 
the development of Eastern Arabia from the Ubaid period until the Islamic 
period. It will examine the longue duree social and economic development of 
the region and explore how that development has been shaped by proximity 
to Mesopotamia, Iran and South Asia in different ways at different times. As 
we now have a very good archaeological data set for Eastern Arabia it 
provides an excellent opportunity to look in detail at such questions and to link 
theoretical ideas with a specific data set in a well-defined regional context with 
its own particular environmental circumstances. 

Advanced Landscape Techniques, Prof.Tony Wilkinson/Dr David Petts. This 
specialised aspect examines the methods of landscape studies at an 
advanced level, with particular reference to Britain, the Mediterranean and the 
Near East.  It explores the application of archaeological methods to different 
topographical circumstances and develops an understanding of the outcomes 
to be expected.  Issues of site definition and inter-relationships are stressed. 

At the end of this course, the student will: have an understanding of the range 
of evidence used in regional landscape   surveys; have developed a critical 
awareness of landscape survey data; have demonstrated a sound knowledge 
of archaeological outcomes of the application of regional survey techniques. 

Sex & Shopping: The Archaeology of Urban Life and Work, C12th-C19th, Dr 
Pam Graves. This specialised aspect is concerned with the material and key 
ideas associated with the social and economic aspects of life in urban centres 
in parts of Britain from c. AD 1100 to c. AD 1840. Students examine, and 
critically evaluate, the nature of the evidence for urban forms, economic and 
social life through the middle ages, into the early modern period and the onset 
of industrialisation. Special emphasis will be placed on the nature and growth 
of trade and commerce, with attention to the archaeological evidence for craft 
and industry, housing and commercial premises, civic social structure, 
religious practice and the advent of leisure amenities.  

In Situ and On-site Conservation, Dr Chris Caple.  This specialised aspect 
explores the measures which can be taken in the field to safeguard 
archaeological artefacts.  It introduces students to: 

• the theory and practice of conserving archaeological remains in situ 
• the theory and practice of recovering and conserving finds retrieved on 

archaeological sites. 



This subject will prove a relevant academic experience for students 
contemplating careers or further study in museums, field archaeology or 
conservation.  

The module provides students with a sound understanding of the techniques 
used for the conserving archaeological objects and materials on site.  It 
explores the nature of chemical, physical and biological decay, the nature of 
archaeological evidence preserved by artefacts, the nature of the burial 
environment and the storage of archaeological artefacts.  It also explores 
ethical and managerial issues involved in preserving artefacts and sites in 
situ, developing an understanding of the key technical challenges involved in 
preserving artefactual heritage either in situ or through excavation. We hope 
to let students use data from remotely monitored in situ sites to build reports 
on the burial environment and thus its ability to preserve archaeological finds.  

Biomolecular Archaeology, Dr Andrew Millard. This specialised aspect will 
cover a rapidly advancing sub-field of archaeological science. Topics covered 
will be: applications of DNA analysis of both ancient and modern samples to 
investigate topics such as domestication, identification and relatedness at 
individual and population levels; studies of proteins and lipids surviving in 
archaeological materials to recover information on use, including identification 
of species specific residues; isotopic analysis of biomolecules and biominerals 
to investigate diet, migration and climate. Seminars and tutorials will give 
students experience in judging when it would be appropriate to use such 
methods and critical evaluation of the success and usefulness of published 
examples. 

Dating The Past, Prof. Ian Bailiff. Dating the Past aims to develop skills in the 
evaluation of scientific dating information used to build chronologies for use in 
archaeology, ranging from the late medieval to the Palaeolithic and from 
single buildings to the global scale related to the migration of archaic humans, 
for example. The salient features of the main dating methods are identified 
and explained so that application papers in the research literature can be 
interpreted, with an emphasis placed on the use of the dating information 
rather than on technical detail.  Published applications of the methods in 
archaeological journals are used as a primary source of information and there 
is the opportunity to explore particular interests.  In addition to the established 
scientific dating methods, the potential of new methods under development 
are also considered.  

Religious Life in Ancient Egypt, Dr Penny Wilson. This specialised aspect will 
examine the way in which religious life (that is things connected with beliefs in 
the gods) had an impact on all lives in Egypt. It will focus upon the 'high' 
religion of the temples and the way in which it could be manipulated for 
political purposes as well as the reality of spiritual life for non-elite Egyptians, 
including the practice of magic and the issue of 'personal piety'. Finally, the 
topic will consider the subtle changes visible in Egyptian religion particularly in 
the New Kingdom and the possibility for greater upheavals in the system as 
demonstrated by the 'heretic' Akhenaten. The course will use archaeological 
case studies of sites such as Luxor and Karnak temples, introduce the 
reading of texts and religious literature and study specific material evidence of 



non-elite belief, primarily from the workmen's villages of Deir el Medina and 
Kahun. 

The Ancient Near East: Early Complex Societies, Prof. Graham Philip. This 
specialised aspect is designed to enable students to engage with current data 
and research issues concerning the development of complex societies in the 
Middle East from the six through the third millennium BC.  It takes a 
comparative approach to the evidence from Mesopotamia, Anatolia and Syria-
Palestine, and will focus upon the changing nature of communities during this 
period. Students will examine evidence pertaining to various forms of 
settlement, economy, and community organisation as well as aspects of 
material culture within a framework informed by current theoretical debates 
and recent research in the region.  

Debating Anthropology and Archaeology - Various tutors. This is a Level 3 
module taught between the Departments of Anthropology and Archaeology, 
exploring current theories and case studies in each discipline in regard to 
themes such as Archaeology & Anthropology: the contested history of a 
relationship; Fieldwork; Landscape; Materiality and art; Temporality and 
memory; The body (including gender); Power; Exchange; Human/animal 
relations; Society & culture; New intersections (ethnographies of archaeology 
and archaeologies of the contemporary past). 
 

TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT  

Archaeology modules are taught and assessed in a variety of ways. Almost all 
modules are taught by a series of lectures, where a member of staff talks to 
the whole group, and seminars, where students present and discuss work 
with the group. Some will include tutorials, which are small group sessions, 
and practicals. Practical-based modules provide students with an opportunity 
to handle either equipment, e.g. surveying equipment, or materials, e.g. 
animal bones and pottery.  

Modules can be assessed by coursework, by examination at the end of the 
year, by practical assignments, or by seminar presentation. Assessment is 
usually by a number of these methods. All students are required to complete a 
dissertation in their third year. A dissertation is a piece of coursework, either 
8,000 or 12,000 words long, which contains your own research into an area of 
archaeology of your choice. BSc students are required to include a scientific 
element within their dissertation. Your supervisor will guide you as you 
produce your dissertation.  

 

EXCAVATION AND FIELDTRIPS  

All Single Honours archaeology students are required to go on a training 
excavation for a period of at least three weeks at both the end of their first and 
second years. The Department will place you on its training excavation at 
Binchester Roman Fort, County Durham, at the end of your first year, most 
probably during the final three weeks of term whilst you are still resident in 



your college. In this way you will be taught the key skills related to excavation 
such as mapping, planning, excavation, recording and finds processing.  

The Department provides details of excavation opportunities to help students 
find their own placement at the end of the second year. Recent projects have 
also been run in Denmark, Egypt, The Faroes, France, Hungary, Iceland, 
Italy, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden and Syria as well as at a number of locations 
in Britain, such as the Cheviots in Northumberland, and the Isle of Harris, 
Outer Hebrides, Scotland.  

Can I go on an excavation if I do Joint Honours?  

Although it is not a compulsory part of the joint honours degree, JH students 
often wish to take part in excavations and we offer you a three week 
placement on our training excavation at the end of your first year as an option.  
Further, we can guide you towards sources of information about other digs 
that you might try in first year or your subsequent years.  

Explore our Binchester training excavation at: 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/research/projects/?mode=project&id=475;ht
tps://sites.google.com/site/binchesterromanfort/; and 
http://binchester.blogspot.com/ 

There are two weekend fieldtrips for Single and Joint Honours students at 
Level 1; and a week-long residential fieldtrip for Single and Joint Honours at 
Level 2.  Previous residential fieldtrips have been held in Italy and Bordeaux. 
In addition, Field Archaeology of Britain incorporates half-day fieldtrips and 
many other modules may include fieldtrips and excursions, or artefact 
handling sessions.  

 

Other Fieldwork Opportunities Online And General Search Engines For 
Archaeology: 

CBA (Council for British Archaeology) Internet Information Service  

http://www.britarch.ac.uk/ includes: INSIDE ARCHAEOLOGY (Including 
Breaking news; Fieldwork opportunities; Conference diary; Events & 
exhibitions; Courses & day schools; New books; Archaeology in Parliament; 
Grants and awards; Archaeology in the press; British Archaeology (popular 
magazine) published on-line two months after the real thing; CBA Briefing 
(information listings, including excavation opportunities, details of conferences 
etc); Research Reports (details of published excavation reports & conference 
proceedings). CBA guide to UK archaeology online: 
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/info/uklinks.html. 

 

ArchNet  

http://archnet.asu.edu/. Run from the Archaeological Research Institute, 
Arizona State University -good for American and world material  



EAA (The European Association of Archaeologists): http://www.e-a-a.org/  

Current Archaeology (a magazine and on-line journal) also keeps a list of 
excavation opportunities: http://www.archaeology.co.uk/: includes: Regional & 
local societies; Government; Virtual tours & presentations (site specific); 
Government agencies & Royal Commissions; Virtual tours & presentations 
(regional/national); National organisations & professional bodies; Virtual tours 
& presentations (thematic); Local government curators; Online journals & 
magazines; Contracting units, trusts & consultancies; Specialist 
archaeological book services; University archaeology departments; Museums; 
Special interest groups, projects & services. 

Internet Archaeology: http://intarch.ac.uk/. The only archaeology journal 
designed to be read over the web.  

 

WHAT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES ARE OPEN TO ME AS A GRADUATE 
IN ARCHAEOLOGY?  

Archaeology as a profession  

There is a wide variety of professional opportunities in archaeology itself. 
Some cities, regions and universities have long-established archaeological 
field units of varying size who employ graduates as excavators, historic 
buildings analysts, managers, illustrators, artefact and bone specialists, and 
editors, amongst other posts. Similarly, many of these skills may be required 
by independent archaeological consultancies. If you develop specialised skills 
in, for example, archaeological illustration in conjunction with graphic design, 
or as an artefact or bone specialist, you may offer these skills as a freelance. 
Local government frequently employs archaeology graduates, e.g. City, 
County, Regional and National Park Archaeological Officers and assistants at 
various grades; and there are numerous cultural-resource management 
opportunities through local government, regional, national and state 
institutions, whether they be museums, heritage centres and visitor 
attractions; or the national bodies such as English Heritage, Historic Scotland, 
Cadw and the respective Royal Commissions. Similarly, local government 
archaeologists may employ graduates for specific, fixed-term programmes of 
work, e.g. a research project; or Web projects. Some of our recent graduates 
now work in aspects of cultural and resource management in other countries. 
Increasingly, with the popularity of archaeology in the media, there are 
numerous opportunities in this area. Some of our recent graduates work as 
researchers for television production companies.  

Further degrees and research  

Some graduates feel that they require more specialised specific study and 
training at the end of their degree and take a Masters course in Archaeology. 
Durham offers a variety of Masters programmes. Beyond that, there are 
possibilities in doctoral research.  

Some find that archaeology is a way into other fields of study, and therefore 
undertake Masters degrees in subjects other than archaeology in preparation 



for such a career. Graduates have gone on to study Law, Business Studies, 
Anthropology, branches of Medicine, and many other areas.  

The Wider World  

The education and skills you develop in a Durham Archaeology degree make 
you a viable, and valuable, candidate in many fields of employment today and 
for the future. Our graduates have gone on to work for major City finance and 
management firms; the Foreign and Diplomatic Services; in advertising and 
public relations; in education at all levels; a variety of aspects of national and 
local government; journalism and research in the media; retail, management 
consultancy; ecological, environmental and conservation fields, and a variety 
of other professions.  

Independent research; self-management; team-working; IT skills; data-
handling and analysis; the ability to collate, critically analyse and present 
information are all skills that we nurture through our degrees and which are 
sought-after in a huge variety of businesses. Durham archaeology graduates 
have a very good employment record and this is something that we take great 
pride in. Think of your degree as just the start...  

 

SOME SUGGESTED BACKGROUND READING  

Before you make your decision about your degree, you may wish to do some 
background reading. To help with this the Department has prepared an 
introductory reading list. It is advisable to start with the four books under 
General Reading. The section under Wider Reading is meant as a guide for 
students who wish to undertake more serious reading prior to the 
commencement of their course.  

General Reading 

Barker, P.A. 1998 Techniques of Archaeological Excavation (3rd ed.). London: 
Routledge.   

Greene, K. & Moore, T.H.  2010  Archaeology: An Introduction (5th ed.). 
London: Routledge.   

Renfrew, C. & Bahn, P.  2008  Archaeology: Theories Methods and Practice 
(5th ed.). London: Thames & Hudson.   

 

Wider Reading (All periods)   

Bogucki, P. 1999 The Origins of Human Society. Malden MA: Blackwell.   
Fagan, B.  2007 People of the Earth (12th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: 

Pearson Prentice Hall. 
Hunter, J. & Ralston, I. (eds) 1999 The Archaeology of Britain: an Introduction 

from earliest times to the twenty-first century (2nd ed.). London: 
Routledge.   

Scarre, C.J.  (ed.)  2009 The Human Past. World Prehistory and the 
Development Human Societies (2nd ed.). London: Thames and Hudson.   

 



TEACHING STAFF & RESEARCH AREAS  

In any department it is really the teaching staff that make the degree. At 
Durham we have 27 research-active members of staff who regularly teach 
undergraduates. All of them are highly qualified and experienced teachers 
and all of them are currently researching at the cutting edge of archaeology, 
discovering new knowledge, developing new ideas and techniques and 
publishing books and papers of international academic standard. This way, 
you, as an undergraduate, can be sure that you will be taught by people who 
are really at the top of their profession.  

As a department, we pride ourselves on our combination of high academic 
standards and a relaxed, informal atmosphere.  

Below is a short list of the key teaching staff and their main areas of research 
and teaching. Please visit our website where you will find more details of their 
research interests and recent publications: 
http://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/staff/ 

Ian Bailiff - Scientific dating methods; luminescence; dating of ceramics and 
sediments; retrospective dosimetry.  

Mary Brooks - Museum education and cultural heritage management; teaches 
at Masters level on World Heritage Site-related themes. 

Chris Caple - Metals technology; Welsh castles; decay and corrosion of 
archaeological materials; conservation methods.  

John Chapman - Prehistory of central and eastern Europe; archaeological 
theory; field survey techniques.  

Michael Church - Late Quaternary environmental reconstruction and 
environmental archaeology of the North Atlantic Islands; geoarchaeology; 
archaeobotany.  

Robin Coningham - Later Prehistoric and Early Historic archaeology of 
Southern Asia (from Iran to Myanmar); Urbanisation; Indian Ocean trade; 
archaeological visibility of Buddhism; the development of caste and craft 
specialisation; politics, identity and archaeology; international cultural 
resource management.  

Chris Gerrard - Later medieval archaeology, medieval Iberia, ceramics, 
landscapes and archaeological techniques.  

Beccy Gowland - Osteology, Palaeopathology and Funerary Archaeology. 
Skeletal ageing techniques and age as an aspect of social identity. The divide 
between science and social theory in archaeology and the implications of this 
for human skeletal analysis and funerary archaeology.  

Pam Graves - Medieval religious practice; urban archaeology, life and work, 
c.1000-1800; the archaeology of death and burial, c.1000-1800; medieval 
stained glass; iconoclasm.  



Richard Hingley - Roman archaeology; Roman Britain; the population of the 
north-western Roman provinces and their neighbours; Roman imperialism 
and historiography; Iron Age settlement and society.  

Derek Kennet - South Asian Archaeology, Archaeology of the Near East and 
the Gulf, Archaeology of Islam and the Indian Ocean.  

Greger Larson – Ancient DNA of pigs, chickens, dogs, in order to elucidate 
their ancestry and domestication.  

Anna Leone - Topography of Rome; Roman Italy; Christian churches in North 
Africa and Jordan; Roman/Byzantine pottery in North Africa, Jordan and Italy; 
North African economy and productive organisation from the Roman to the 
Byzantine period.  

Andrew Millard - Chemistry of bones & teeth (diet & decay); dating methods in 
archaeology; Bayesian statistics in archaeology (especially with respect to 
chronologies and skeletal age at death).  

Janet Montgomery - radiogenic lead and strontium isotope analysis of 
archaeological humans. How isotope analysis can be applied to 
archaeological questions of diet and mobility: the timing, duration and 
progression of enamel biomineralization and how it impacts on the dietary and 
mobility information obtained; the environmental mapping of biosphere 
87Sr/86Sr in Britain. 

Tom Moore - Iron Age and early Roman period in Britain and Western Europe 
focusing on landscapes and social change, material culture studies and 
methods in landscape archaeology. Examining the archaeological resource 
and approaches to cultural resource management.  

Graham Philip - Later Prehistory and Bronze Ages of the Middle East; 3 
areas: remote sensing and landscape archaeology, nature of early complex 
societies in Western Asia, material cultural studies.  

Charlotte Roberts - Biological anthropology; biocultural approaches to past 
human health (palaeopathology); infectious disease and trauma; disability; 
medical history.  

Ben Roberts - Neolithic, Bronze Age and Early Iron Age archaeology of Britain 
and western Europe; the origins and early development of metal; cultural 
connections from the spanning Europe, North Africa and Asia about 5000–
500 BC; and archaeology, museums and popular communication. 

Peter Rowley-Conwy - Economic archaeology in Europe and Near East; 
zooarchaeology; origins of agriculture; hunter gatherers; history of 
archaeology; archaeobotany.  

Chris Scarre - Neolithic and Early Bronze Age communities of Atlantic 
Europe, with special focus on France; megalithic monuments in their natural 
and cultural landscapes; Late Mesolithic societies and the Neolithic transition; 
diet and disease.  



Sarah Semple – Early Medieval Europe, North European assembly sites, 
death and burial, cult and ritual in the early medieval period, Wearmouth and 
Jarrow. 

Robin Skeates - Material culture; museum and heritage studies; the history of 
archaeological collecting; prehistoric archaeology of the central Mediterranean 
region.  

Mark White - British and European Lower and Middle Palaeolithic 
archaeology; lithics; Pleistocene geology and environment; antiquarians and 
the history of Palaeolithic archaeology.  

Tony Wilkinson - Primary research interest: Old World landscape archaeology 
and geoarchaeology. Other research interests: The archaeology of settlement 
in greater Mesopotamia; the prehistory of Arabia; archaeological survey.  

Penny Wilson - Egyptology, especially: Religion, Meroitic and Coptic art, 
archaeology and texts, settlement archaeology in the delta, the psychology of 
the Outer Limits of Egypt, graffiti, anthropological applications in the field.  

Rob Witcher - Roman Italy; Roman imperialism; landscape archaeology; field 
survey; Mediterranean studies; the city of Rome; archaeological computing 
techniques.  

 

CONTACT US  

We hope this booklet is useful. However, if you have any questions about the 
Department, please email us at enquiries.arch@durham.ac.uk or telephone 
Helen Skea (Admissions Secretary) on 0191 334 1144 or Dr Pam Graves 
(Admissions Selector) on 0191 334 1136 or Dr Mike Church (Admissions 
Selector) on 0191 334 1153. 

 

 

	  


