
bringing together service 
‘users’, academics,   
practitioners, infertility 
support groups and 
regulators to reflect on 
the findings, debate the 
issues and suggest action 
points for different 
stakeholder groups.  

The study is overseen by 
an advisory group    
comprising ‘users’,      
fertility professionals, 
academics, support 
group representatives 
and regulators.  

It is an 18 month study, 
beginning in March 2009 
and concluding in August 
2010.   

The study is funded by 
the Economic and Social 
Research Council. Details 
of the grant can be 
found on the ESRC   
website: www.esrc.ac.uk  

For project contact    
details please see over-
leaf.  

Welcome to the first    
newsletter for the 
‘Transrep’ project. The 
study is being led by 
researchers at De   
Montfort University in     
Leicester, with colleagues 
at the University of        
Sheffield, the University 
of Huddersfield and      
the University of     
Swansea. 

Although there has been 
a high level of media 
interest in those who seek 
to use the services of 
overseas fertility     
treatment providers, and 
much speculation about 
the causes and          
consequences of this 
practice, so far there has 
been little systematic 
research in this area. This 
project was designed to 
fill that gap. 

‘Transrep’ is a qualitative 
study, designed to     
explore the experiences 
of people who are    
involved in the process, 

either as a ‘user’ of   
services, as a ‘provider’ 
of services, or as other 
key stakeholders.  

The study seeks to     
answer the following 
questions: What are the 
possible personal and 
social implications of 
travelling abroad for 
fertility treatment? How 
can treatment providers, 
regulators and patient 
groups support couples 
who are faced with   
decisions about travelling 
overseas for treatment? 

The study involves three 
key phases: phase one is 
a scoping phase which 
includes a literature   
review and interviews 
with key informants. 
Phase two is an in-depth 
interview study with    
couples and individuals 
who have considered or 
have undertaken     
treatment in another 
country. Phase three is a 
stakeholder workshop 

Study begins 

‘Transnational Reproduction’ 

It is estimated that over 40 million women worldwide are currently seeking    
fertility treatment. There are indications that, for a variety of reasons,          
individuals and couples from many developed countries are increasingly      
travelling outside their home states in their quest for a child. This process has 
been negatively referred to in the media as ‘fertility tourism’. We prefer to use 
the term ‘transnational reproduction’ or as others have suggested, ‘cross-border 
reproductive care’. 
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The Transrep project brings 
together research and practice 
expertise from Sociology,   
Social Work, Nursing,       
Reproductive Science and 
Health Services Research. 

Dr Nicky Hudson 
Senior Research Fellow 
De Montfort University 
0.15b Hawthorn Building 
The Gateway,  
Leicester, LE1 9BH 

Phone: 0116 2078766 
E-mail: nhudson@dmu.ac.uk 

Please contact Nicky Hudson on the details 
above for all project related enquiries.  

Project contact details 

Involvement in the research  

 

At the end of May 2009, we will be  

recruiting individuals and couples who have 

considered going, or who have been 

abroad for fertility treatment. If you are 

aware of anyone who you think would be 

willing to be involved in the study, please 

pass this information to them. If this is an  

issue in which you are interested, please 

get in touch with the project team directly.  

 

Thank you.  

Meet the project team... 

Prof. Lorraine Culley,  Principal 
Investigator, De Montfort   
University 

Ms Wendy Norton,               
Co-applicant, De  Montfort     
University 

Dr Allan Pacey,  Co-applicant, 
University of Sheffield 

Dr Nicky Hudson, Project  
Researcher, De Montfort   
University  

Prof. Eric Blyth, Co-applicant, 
University of Huddersfield 

Prof. Frances Rapport,          
Co-applicant, University of  
Swansea 


