
ANTHROPOLOGY POSTGRAD NEWS 

Each academic year, we hold a PG conference, co-ordinated by vol-
unteer PGs.  This year the conference is on Wednesday 24th April at 
Collingwood College (add this very important date to your diary!) All 
PGs (taught & research) are expected to attend, if not on fieldwork.  
We already have some PG volunteers to help organise the event, but 
if you missed that  initial meeting and would like to be a part of the 
organising committee, please contact Helen: h.l.ball@durham.ac.uk. 
A call for papers and posters will be circulated in  due course. 

ANNUAL POSTGRADUATE CONFERENCE November 2012 

DEPARTMENTAL BURSARY REPORT— YOONI SHIM 

Questions, comments or news for next issue? Email Lisa Brownlie (lisa.brownlie@durham.ac.uk)  

PG OPEN DAY 

Department  o f  Anthropology  

Excellence in Research & Teaching in Anthropology 

HAVE YOUR SAY! 

Our postgraduate Staff-Student Consultative Committee takes place on 
Wednesday 7th November.  If you have any comments or concerns that 
you would like the department to be aware of, please can you contact 
your relevant student representative who will relay your comments at 
the meeting.  Please see the contacts below: 
 
Taught Masters Degrees: 
MA research methods - Robert Flanagan --- Socio Cultural - Aarti Gor --- 
Evolutionary Medicine - Emily Rankin --- Evolutionary Anthropology - 
Rebecca Hamilton --- Medical Anthropology - Lani Bonadea --- Sustaina-
bility, Culture and Development - TBA 
 
Research Degrees: 
PhD – James Coxon (1st Year), Becci Aryal (2nd year), Vicki McGowan 
(3rd year), Sally Atkinson (4th Year) 

ETHICS FORM FOR FIELDWORK/RESEARCH 

It’s that time of year where you 

will be thinking about con-

ducting some research.  If  your 

research involves interaction of 

any kind with humans, or non 

human primates, you will need 

to fill in and submit an Ethics 

form for approval from the Ethics Committee.  The next com-

mittee meets on November 20th—so the deadline for getting 

your complete forms to Lisa in the PG office is 7th November 

2012.  You will find the form and advice on how to complete it, 

along with examples of good practice, on DUO on either ‘Taught 

Masters Programmes in Anthropology’ or ‘Research Program in  

Anthropology’ pages. 

If this newsletter does not display properly, please click here 

 
Thanks to a bursary from the Anthropology department, I could con-

duct my fieldwork in Seoul, South Korea for last summer in July, to 

study my MA dissertation: “Grappling with Liminality, Communitas, 

and The Urban Ethnic Festival: The Naadam Festivals of Mongolian 

immigrants in South Korea”. My study focused on Mongolian immi-

grant community with their traditional naadam festival. A number of 

regions have organised large or small scale naadam festivals for the 

immigrants in South Korea. Especially, this bursary contributed to my 

study to explore individual actors, personhood, and the cultural expres-

sion of emotions in the festival field-site. It was extremely helpful to 

understand how Mongolian immigrant community has managed to 

articulate itself, affirm the sense of oneness, and maintain their identi-

ty through the festival, despite the emotional distress following leaving 

home country.  

PERSONAL/MEDICAL ISSUES

A reminder that if you are experiencing 
any personal or medical difficulties that 
might affect your studies, please inform 
your college. Let them know if you re-
quire support and or coursework exten-
sions.  They will then send over any 
relevant information to us in the de-
partment.  All colleges have their indi-
vidual webpages dedicated to postgrad-
uate support.  This will give advice and 
contacts. 

Due to new national immigration 

laws, ten times a year, we are  

obliged to check that all of our Tier 

4 visa students are engaging with 

their programme.  This will be 

mainly done by assignment submis-

sion logs, attendance logs and occa-

sional contact with the office. Apol-

ogies for any inconvenience!! 

As you know, the department has a bursary fund for PGRs and PGTs  
and it can be used to assist in fieldwork expenses, travel costs to 
relevant conferences, required equipment etc. Now, it is also possi-
ble for writing-up PhD students (whose first language is not English) 
to use the funds towards paying for their thesis to be proof read. 
The form can be found on the DUO sites. 

UPDATE ON DEPARTMENTAL BURSARY FUND 

Check out tumblr at http://researchinprogress.tumblr.com/  

SLEEP LAB CELEBRATES 

The department would like 
to thank all of the postgradu-
ate students and post docs 
who volunteered to staff the 
Sleep Lab Stand at the 
‘Celebrate Science’ event on 
Palace Green; Meg Newark, 
Lyn Robinson, Parveen Her-
ar, Elena White, Harriet 
Quinn-Scoggins, Shona Lee, 
Alanna Rudzik, Charlotte 
Russell and Dawn Mee. 

RESEARCH POSTGRADS TRAINING NEEDS ANALYSIS 

All research postgraduates are required to liaise with their supervisor 

in the first few weeks of term to discuss training needs.  Once you 

have discussed this, you need to fill out the Training Needs Analysis 

form—which can be found on the Graduate School webpages. Click 

here for the form.  This webpage also includes more detailed infor-

mation on the training needs—and names contacts should you wish 

to ask any questions.  The Graduate School webpages are very in-

formative and will have answers to a lot of the questions you might 

have—add it to your favourites! 

VISA CHECKS 

On Nov 28th, the dept is hold-
ing a PG open day, which will 
cover info on Taught Masters 
Degrees and Research Degrees .  
Please come along if you are 
looking into applying for a PhD! 
Lunch is at 12.30pm in the dept 
seminar room (D104) followed 
by informational talks at 1pm 
onwards.  See you there!!! 
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