
ANTHROPOLOGY POSTGRAD NEWS 

This month’s congratulations go to Sam Williams on suc-

cessfully completing his PhD; Elizabeth Strutt on successfully 

completing her Masters by Research; Katie Thompson 

passed her progression viva; Aurang Zeb Mughal won an 

award from the Charles Wallace Trust (very competitive and 

prestigious in the field of South Asian studies) and he was 

also nominated by the department to attend the Faculty 

Scholars Dinner in recognition of his publications, presenta-

tions at international conferences and his contribution as a 

lead organiser for the first Royal Anthropological Institute PG Conference hosted by Durham on 

20th September. Well done all! 
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REPORT FROM AAA 110th ANNUAL MEETING, MONTREAL—DR ANDREW RUSSELL 

Questions, comments or news for next issue? Email Kate Payne (kate.payne@durham.ac.uk)  
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

The call for papers for the Royal Anthro-

pological Institute's major 'Anthropology 

in the World' conference in London from 

June 8-10th 2012 is now open and closes 

on January 16th.  A full list of panels can 

be found at http://www.nomadit.co.uk/

rai/events/rai2012/panels.php5. And for 

those who can't get enough conferences 

(and like to plan ahead), International 

Union of Anthropological and Ethnologi-

cal Sciences is holding its 17th Congress in Manchester from August 5 

to 10th August 2013.  The IUAES is accepting both panel and paper 

proposals through their website until January 31st 2012.  A list of pan-

els accepted so far can be found at  http://www.nomadit.co.uk/iuaes/

iuaes2013/panels.php5?View=AllPanels  

PARKES FOUNDATION FUND 

The Foundation awards 6-8 small grants each year (about £600 

each) to help Masters and PhD students conduct research in 

Biosocial Sciences. In 2011, the Foundation will support studies 

falling in the areas of reproduction, 

demography, fertility, human health 

(including HIV/AIDS), conservation 

and human genetics. In addition, 

one PhD Grant is offered (up to 

£3,000) to enable a registered PhD 

student to carry out an extended 

piece of field work. Deadline  - 14th 

January 2012. Find out more at 

http://

www.parkesfoundation.org.uk/

grants.html  
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The Durham Anthropology Department was well represented at the American Anthropological Association (AAA) 110
th

 Annual Meeting in Mon-

tréal, Canada, from November 16-20
th

 2011.  Over 6,500 delegates attended what was one of the largest Meetings ever, with a record number 

from overseas (perhaps because it was not being held in the USA for a change?)  The theme was ‘Traces, Tidemarks and Legacies’, and this rich 

theme had stimulated literally hundreds of panels, which took place in up to 40 parallel sessions over the five days of the conference and cov-

ered every conceivable facet of US Anthropology’s ‘four fields’ in the 15 minute slots that each paper is generally allowed.  Members and associ-

ates of the Department giving papers or acting in discussant roles included Andrew Russell, Susana Carro-Ripalda, Steve Lyon, Nayanika Mook-

herjee, Stavroula Pipyrou, Daniel Knight, Rachel Douglas-Jones and Ina Dietzsch. Durham was also the only University to advertise pg courses in 

the 634 page Meeting Programme.  We are actively recruiting at the moment, so if anyone has a friend or previous academic mentor from North 

America or elsewhere who is thinking about or advising on postgraduate study and research, please remind them of our existence!   Next year’s 

meeting is in San Francisco from November 14-18
th

, and the theme is ‘Borders and Crossings’.  While the frenetic pace and sheer volume of peo-

ple can be overwhelming at times, the ‘AAAs’ are something every anthropologist should consider attending at least once in their lives.   

FUNDING NEWS 

We expect to hear 

soon from the Fac-

ulty about  Doctoral 

Fellowship & ESRC 

funding schemes for 

2012. Keep an eye 

on our website 

h t t p : / /

w w w . d u r . a c . u k /

socialsciences.health/postgraduate/

funding/ more details soon! 

Keep an eye on the ESRC National Centre for Research Methods 

http://www.ncrm.ac.uk/ for news on training courses, workshops 

and seminars. Events are open to all and are not restricted to ESRC-

funded students. University training 

events offered by the Durham Doctoral 

Programme can be found at http://

w w w . d u r . a c . u k / g r a d u a t e . s c h o o l /

doctoral.training/ 

A reminder that research students are required to 

submit a progression script and undertake a pro-

gression viva within the first 9 months of study (or 

part-time equivalent). Please discuss possible 

dates with your supervisory team and inform Kate 

Payne so that appropriate arrangements can be 

made. 

PROGRESSION VIVAS 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY—POSTGRADUATE OPEN DAY 

The department will be hosting a PhD Open Day on the afternoon of Wednesday 1st February 2012.  More details to follow soon. 

Special thanks to Dr Rebecca Sear for running a recent masterclass on conferences for our students 

The University will close for the Christmas break on 23rd December and will re-open on 3rd January. Happy Holidays to all!  


