
ANTHROPOLOGY POSTGRAD NEWS 

This month’s con-

gratulations go to 

Diana Wiede-

mann on passing 

her progression 

viva and Michele 

Fontefrancesco 

whose article 

‘Crafting the local: 

GIs, jewelry and 

transformations in Valenza, Italy’ has been 

accepted for publication  in the prestigious 

journal 'Social Analysis'. 

CONGRATULATIONS! November 2011 

CONFERENCE REPORT—JAMES HOWARD 

Questions, comments or news for next issue? Email Kate Payne (kate.payne@durham.ac.uk)  
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CONFERENCE REPORT—SIAN WATERS 

I received a bursary to attend a workshop entitled “Towards a Frame-

work of Understanding the Social Dimension of Human-wildlife Conflict 

in the 21
st

 century which was organised by the Anthropological Centre 

for Conservation, the Environment and Development in Oxford. Nota-

ble speakers included Michael Manfredo from Colorado State Univer-

sity & John Knight from Queens University who talked about aspects of 

his work on human-primate relations in Japan.  Phyllis Lee (Stirling) 

talked about the politics of human-wildlife conflict which was high-

lighted by Angela Cassidy of the University of East Anglia who talked 

about the Badger-Bovine Tuberculosis controversy in the UK.  Attending 

this workshop gave me a much better understanding of 

the social aspects of human-wildlife conflict.  Addition-

ally, I was also able to informally discuss the merits and 

drawbacks of undertaking an interdisciplinary PhD with 

others who have had the same experience & survived!   

FIELDWORK & INSURANCE 

A reminder to all postgraduates that if you intend to travel on 

University business (e.g. fieldwork) please make an appointment 

with Judith Manghan (Judith.manghan@durham.ac.uk or 0191 

334 1606) to ensure appropriate risk assessment and insurance 

forms are completed at least 3 weeks in advance of your trip.  

If this newsletter does not display properly, please click here 

In September I attended the ASA conference at the University of Wales Trinity St. David in Lampeter, Wales. The theme of the conference this 

year was “Vital powers & politics: human interactions with living things.”  I presented a paper within the “Living water: the powers and politics of 

a vital substance” panel entitled “Sustaining vitality in coral reef waters: a case study from Sri Lanka”. I presented findings from my PhD research 

highlighting the interdisciplinary nature of my study & the importance of this approach in finding potential solutions to ecological sustainability 

issues. This was my first conference presentation to a wholly anthropology audience, the paper was well received and provided me with some 

extremely useful feedback; quite different from that received at biological or interdisciplinary conferences I had attended prior to this. Through 

discussions and attending other talks I learnt more about environmental anthropology theory & met with some leading environmental anthro-

pologists whose work I refer to extensively in my PhD, these included Veronica Strang, Tim Ingold & Roy Ellen, among others. I found the confer-

ence to be a stimulating few days to reflect deeper about my own PhD & its direction as I prepare to complete the final writing up stages as well 

as a great opportunity to meet with people from around the globe conducting extremely interesting research on such varied topics.  

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE 

A PhD researcher 

is very keen to find 

undergraduates or 

postgraduates who 

have served in the 

British army and 

are willing to share 

their experiences 

of studying at higher education. For 

more information please contact Kim 

Webb k.v.webb@durham.ac.uk  

Kaleidoscope is an interdisciplinary, online, open-access journal ed-

ited by postgraduates at Durham, for the benefit of the postgradu-

ate research community in the UK & internationally.   Working under 

the auspices of the Institute of Advanced Study (IAS), Kaleidoscope is 

designed to foster communication between postgraduates in differ-

ent disciplines & to promote excellence in interdisciplinary re-

search.  Find out more at www.dur.ac.uk/kaleidoscope/. 

The American Museum offers an internship 

programme to students  interested in ca-

reers in anthropology, museums or related 

fields. Deadline for applications—1 Decem-

ber 2011. Find out more at  http://

research.amnh.org/anthropology/about/

internship 

ANTHROPOLOGY INTERNSHIP 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY—POSTGRADUATE OPEN DAY 

The department will be hosting a PG Open Day on the afternoon of Wednesday 23 November. More details to follow soon. 

A postgradu-

ate library 

study room 

(D201) is 

now avail-

able for use 

i n  t h e 

E b s w o r t h 

Building at 

Q u e e n ’ s 

Campus. Please contact the department if you 

are interested in using this room, so that the 

relevant access code can be provided. 

PG STUDY ROOM AT QCS 


