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Welcome to the New and Renewable Energy Newsletter 

Introduction from the Course Director 
As we reach Easter 2014, the current cohort of MSc New & Renewable 
Energy students are beginning their research and development projects 
with topics covering offshore wind farm availability, aerodynamics waste 
heat recovery and energy pricing in smart grids, to name but a few.  

In this newsletter you will find details of some of the recent activities of 
our students together with details of scholarship opportunities from 
DONG Energy. For those applying from outside the UK, one of our current 
international students writes about his experiences of Durham since 
starting the course in September. 

  
Now is a really exciting time to be working as an 
engineer in new and renewable energy and I very 
much hope that you will choose to study at 
Durham University as the next step in your 
career.  

If you have any queries regarding the detail of the 
course or about any administrative matters 
please use the contact details that are provided 
at the bottom of page two.  

An International Experience of the MSc  
Sebastian Sanchez Perez-Moreno is currently studying on the MSc in 
New and Renewable Energy. His chosen research project is on 
Aerodynamic Damping of Large Wind Turbine Blades during Fatigue 
Tests. Here is what Sebastian has to say: 

“When I applied to study at Durham University, I was certainly not 
expecting so many favourable aspects that have made my time here very 
enjoyable. The lectures are of very high quality, and given by experts in 
each subject that are more than willing to help at all times. Assignments 
are at times demanding but also very rewarding, since I have been able to 
use new software, solve real-life problems in the field of renewable 
energy generation and integration, as well as developing projects in the 
same way an engineer would. 

All of this could not have happened without valuable group discussions 
with my fellow students and friends, a practice that has prepared us for 
our professional life. 

 

 
As part of my research and development project, I have visited NAREC, a 
place to see all the theory I’ve learnt being put to practice and it was a 
great way to build a bridge between a student and a worldwide leader in 
the renewable energy business. Obtaining a degree will not be a task to 
suffer, but one to be thoroughly enjoyed. 

Lifestyle in Durham can be as calm or thrilling as you want it to be: there 
must be time to commit to working and 
discovering new aspects of renewable energy, 
which I personally enjoy all the time; but it is 
also important to know when to free and relax 
your mind, by doing a sport (Durham has 
amazing sporting facilities and teams) or other 
activities, or visiting the local pub with your 
friends. 

One thing is true, whether you live in a college 
or not, the city is a very welcoming place to all 
international students.” 

DONG Energy Scholarships 
DONG Energy (Danish Oil and Natural Gas) is one 
of the leading energy groups in northern Europe 
with almost 7000 employees. Headquartered in 
Denmark their business is based on procuring, 
producing, distributing and trading in energy and 
related products in Northern Europe.  

DONG Energy are offering two scholarships for 
outstanding students who will be starting the 
course in September 2013. Each scholarship will  

 
have a value of up to £9495. 

These scholarships are only available to students UK who wish to study 
on the Masters Programme in New & Renewable Energy at Durham 
University.  

If you wish to be considered for one of these scholarships please let us 
know by sending us an email by 31st July 2014 to:-  

engineering.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk 
 

Further information on DONG Energy is provided overleaf. 

mailto:engineering.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk


Royal Academy Teaching 
Fellow 

Last year, the Durham MSc in New and 
Renewable Energy was selected by The Royal 
Academy of Engineering to host of their first 
Shell Royal Academy Teaching Fellow in 
Renewable Energy. The primary purpose of this 
new post is to provide our students with a 
clearer perspective on the challenges of the 
renewables industry. 

Our visiting Fellow is Dr Gillian Smith who is a 
Senior Engineer at DNV GL (formerly GL Garrad 
Hassan) which is the world’s largest renewable 
energy consultancy.  

Since joining Garrad Hassan in 2000, Gillian has 
worked across a range of areas in wind energy, 
mainly in wind farm design and energy yield 
prediction (onshore and offshore), and most 
recently in offshore wind farm installation and 
maintenance.   

Gillian has delivered a number of seminars and 

talks this year including two 3 hour seminars  
covering onshore and offshore wind as well as a 
School seminar and a n open talk on careers in 
renewable energy. 

Gillian will be paying a 
further visit to the 
School next academic 
year when our 
incoming students will 
have started their 
studies. 

Where are they now? 
 

Our graduates go on to work in all manner of 
different energy-related industries. Jillian 
Henderson and Jingzi Tang graduated from the 
MSc in New and Renewable Energy in January 
2014 and have kept in touch to tell us what they 
are doing now.  

Jillian works as a Research and Development 
Engineer for The Sure Chill Company Ltd. 

The company develops fridges and coolboxes to 
store vaccines and medicine in remote areas in 
the world where they’re needed most. She is 
working on a project funded by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation to develop a coolbox 
which doesn’t require an electricity source. 

Jingzi is working in the solar industry in China. 

The company produces branded solar panels for  
European and US companies. 

With an undergraduate degree in business, she 
is currently working towards forming her own 
company producing solar and renewable energy 
system products. 

More Scholarships 
Details of scholarships that are available to students joining our MSc Course in New and Renewable Energy can be found on the Durham University 
Web site at http://www.dur.ac.uk/postgraduate/finance/scholarships/  

EU Students who wish to study New & Renewable Energy at Durham University are also eligible to apply for a Panasonic Trust Fellowship valued at 
£8000. Applications should be made directly to the Trust from their web site at  www.panasonictrust.net/fellowships/   

We are constantly adding to the number of scholarships that are available to students joining our MSc Course in New & Renewable Energy and details 
will be posted on the course web site when they become available.  

Keep in touch 
Our next newsletter will be issued in summer 2014 but if you have any queries please don’t hesitate to get in touch using the contact details below. I 
hope that you will choose to study at Durham University and I look forward to meeting 

Contact Us 
Course Web site:  http://www.dur.ac.uk/ecs/postgraduate/msc/nre   Enquiries: engineering.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk 

Programme Director: Dr Christopher Crabtree 

   School of Engineering and Computing Sciences, Durham University, South Road, Durham, DH1 3LE, UK.  Tel: +44 (0)191 334 

Christopher Crabtree, Programme Director 
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