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Welcome to the New and Renewable Energy Newsletter 

Introduction from the Course Director 
As I write this at in June 2013, our current MSc New & Renewable Energy 
students have just completed their examinations and will spend the next 
two months working full time on their research and development projects. 
Meanwhile many of those of you reading this newsletter will yourselves 
have recently completed your final examinations and will be waiting 
eagerly for the results.   

In this newsletter you will find details of some of the activities of our 
students together with the opportunity to apply for scholarships from 
DONG Energy and exciting news of a new appointment by the Royal 
Academy of Engineering. 

 

  
Now is a really exciting time to be working as an 
engineer in the new and renewable energy field 
and I very much hope that you will choose to 
study at Durham University as the next step in 
your career. I look forward to meeting you in 
September.  

If you have any queries regarding the detail of 
the course or about any administrative matters 
please use the contact details that are provided 
at the foot of page two.  

MSc New & Renewable Energy students 
test electric car in 1000km  road trip 
 

Two Durham University students drove an electric car on a 1000 km round 
trip from Durham to Cardiff and back to demonstrate the possibilities of 
Smart Grid power and low carbon electricity. Smart Grids are advanced 
electricity networks  that intelligently integrate the requirements of all 
connected users - generators, consumers and those that do both – to 
efficiently deliver sustainable, economic and secure low-carbon electricity. 

Sergio Roldan and Giannis Sarrigiannis, who are both studying Renewable 
Energy at Durham, used the car to attend the Low Carbon Networks Fund 
Annual Conference. Durham’s electric vehicle is a Mitsubishi I-MiEV, which 
has a maximum range of 80 miles between charges. 

Sergio Roldan said: “Electric vehicles have come a long way, but we’re 
trying to investigate what it means to own one and whether or not it would 
be a good substitute for a conventional, petrol-based car; is the 
infrastructure good enough yet? What sort of obstacles might we face on 

an extended excursion like 
this, such as trying to keep 
it charged? Although 
another reason why we did 
this is because we think it 
was fun!” 

Giannis Sarrigiannis 
added: “Sergio and I are 
studying renewable energy 
and low carbon 
technologies, so it was very 
interesting to see the 
equipment in action on a 
substantial journey like this. 

We know electric cars work well for short trips which, after all, cover most 
of the journeys we have to make, but after this adventure, we had a better 
idea of the remaining obstacles. We really enjoyed the conference where 
we were able to learn more about the advances other people are making in 
the same area.”   

DONG Energy Scholarships 
DONG Energy (Danish Oil and Natural Gas) is one 
of the leading energy groups in northern Europe 
with almost 7000 employees. Headquartered in 
Denmark their business is based on procuring, 
producing, distributing and trading in energy and 
related products in Northern Europe.  

DONG Energy are offering two scholarships for 
outstanding students who will be starting the 
course in September 2013. Each scholarship will  

 
have a value of up to £9495.  

These scholarships are only available to students who wish to study on the 
Masters Programme in New & Renewable Energy at Durham University.  

If you wish to be considered for one of these scholarships please let us 
know by sending us an email by 31st July 2013 to:-  

engineering.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk 
 

Further information on DONG Energy is provided on the following page of 
this newsletter. 

mailto:engineering.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk
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Shell, Royal Academy 
Teaching Fellow  

We are delighted to 
announce that the 
Durham MSc in New and 
Renewable Energy has 
been selected by The 
Royal Academy of 
Engineering to host of 
their first Shell Royal 

Academy Teaching Fellow in Renewable Energy. 
The primary purpose of this new post is to 
provide our students with a clearer perspective 
on the challenges of industry. 

Our new Fellow is Dr Gillian Smith who is a Senior 
Engineer at GL Garrad Hassan which is the world’s 
largest renewable energy consultancy.  

Since joining Garrad Hassan in 2000, Gillian has 
worked across a range of areas in wind energy, 
mainly in wind farm design and energy yield 
prediction (onshore and offshore), and most 

recently in offshore wind farm installation and 
maintenance.   

Dr Smith will be leading a series of workshops 
focusing on offshore and onshore wind but she 
will also provide advice on careers in the 
renewable energy industry and she will present   
a research seminar. 

 

 

More about DONG Energy 
in the UK 
 

 DONG Energy is one of the leading offshore 
wind farm developers in the world, with more 
than 20 years experience in the wind power 
industry 

 The UK is one of DONG’s primary markets for 
developing offshore wind 

 DONG have invested £3 billion in UK 
renewable since 2005 

 The London Array is the latest of five offshore 
wind farms to be commissioned by DONG 
Energy in the UK. 

 The company has 1.3GW rated wind power 
currently operational, 869 MW under 
construction and over 6GW under 
development with partners. 

 DONG Energy sponsors the Renewable Energy 
Chair at Durham University’s Energy Institute 
as well as Masters students. 

More Scholarships 
Details of scholarships that are available to students joining our MSc Course in New and Renewable Energy can be found on the Durham University Web 
site at http://www.dur.ac.uk/postgraduate/finance/scholarships/  

EU Students who wish to study New & Renewable Energy at Durham University are also eligible to apply for a Panasonic Trust Fellowship valued at 
£8000. Applications should be made directly to the Trust from their web site at  www.panasonictrust.net/fellowships/   

We are constantly adding to the number of scholarships that are available to students joining our MSc Course in New & Renewable Energy and details will 
be posted on the course web site when they become available.  

Keep in touch 
Our next newsletter will be issued in August/September 2013 but if you have any queries please don’t hesitate to get in touch using the contact details 
below. I hope that you will choose to study at Durham University and I look forward to meeting you.  

Contact Us 
Course Web site:  http://www.dur.ac.uk/ecs/ecs_prospective_students/postgraduate/msccourses/nareg/  

Enquiries:  engineering.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk 

Course Director: Dr Robert Dominy 

   School of Engineering and Computing Sciences, Durham University, South Road, Durham, DH1 3lE, UK.  Tel: +44 (0)191 334 2510 

Robert Dominy, Course Director 
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